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Dear Friends,  
 

Firstly may I thank you again for cards and kindnesses received over 
Christmas at the manse. We do feel truly blessed and sustained as a family 
by you. 
Secondly let me say: 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Many people imagine that New Year is all about making resolutions, 
“I’ll lose weight. I’ll save money. I’ll start exercising.” 
I’m not awfully good at making resolutions. I’m even worse at keeping them. 
However, as I leave 2019 I will aspire to be a better person in 2020. 
There is plenty of room for improvement in my case. 
Indeed as the New Year chases out the old, maybe we could all do with a 
little reflection? 
Someone once said, 
“As you look back on the past year and all that has taken place in your life, 

 Remember each experience for the good that has come of it and for the 
knowledge you have gained. 

 Remember the efforts you have made and the goals you have reached. 

 Remember the love you have shared and the happiness you have 
brought. 

 Remember the laughter, the joy, the hard work and the tears. As you 
reflect on the past year, also be thinking of the new one to come. 

 Remember most importantly, this is a time of new beginnings and the 
celebration of life." 

Doubtless there will be many changes which lie ahead of us this year. 
I’m not really sure I want to know them all. 
Through all the changes which will befall us there is something – or should I 
say someone to hold fast to. 
 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
(Hebrews 13:8 ) 
 

Be assured you will never be alone in 2020 whatever may befall, 
Immanuel God is with us  
 

Every Blessing  
 
Neil McNaught 



www.allowaychurch.org 

January 2020 Newsletter—Page 2 

January Church Services  
 

12
th
 Jan    The Baptism of Jesus    

19
th
 Jan  An eventful journey! 

                   (Week of prayer for Christian unity) 
26

th
 Jan    The Call of Jesus  

  3
rd

 Feb  Office bearers’ Service  
                     (Sun 9.45am & 11.15am  throughout)  
 

Wednesday Worship 11am  
  8

th
 Jan 

22
nd

Jan  
 
 

Serenity Prayer 
 

God grant me the serenity 

to accept the things I cannot change;  

courage to change the things I can;  

and wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time;  

enjoying one moment at a time;  

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  

taking, as He did, this sinful world 

as it is, not as I would have it;  

trusting that He will make all things right 

if I surrender to His Will;  

that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with Him 

forever in the next.  

Amen.  

 

- Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971)  
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Julie’s Retirement 
Our much-loved Schools/Family Worker, Mrs. Julie Griffiths, 
will be retiring on 19th January after twelve years of devoted 
service. It has been a very full, active and distinguished period 
of service. Julie’s work has been varied! 

 Over the years Julie has led youth camps and holiday 
clubs. She has led school assemblies and accessed school classes. 

 She has cut CD’s! 

 She has shared in the joys and sorrows of many people. 

 She has helped steer “Stepping Stones” offering bereavement support. 

 She has pioneered “Messy Church” and helped consolidate the Bandawe 
partnership. 

Indeed, along with other members of the mission team, in Bandawe we were 
pleased to see Julie’s overseas work being recognised with a purity badge from 
the Women’s Guild there. However, it seems all good things must come to an 
end. We have no purity badge to offer Julie, just our heartfelt thanks and a 
small presentation. 
We wish Julie every blessing in her well deserved retirement. While we may 
not see Julie for a little while we hope she will not be a stranger in the life and 
worship of the church. 
To mark Julie’s retirement, we would like to make a small presentation.  If you 
would like to contribute, there will be opportunities to do so via the plate at 
the main door from Sunday 15th December through to 12th January 2020.  

 
A message from Julie: 
 

I look forward to many of my friends and church family joining me for worship 
in celebration of my retirement from the post of Church Family and Schools 
Worker and previously Youth Worker of Alloway Parish Church.   
After twelve wonderful years it is time to take a good rest and spend some 
quality time with my family. 
I’m sure there will be many opportunities for me to thank you all for the 
support over this time. 
Julie xx 
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On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany – the visit of the Wise Men to 
the baby Jesus.  But who were these Wise Men?  No one knows for 
sure.  Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of an ancient 
caste of a priestly kind from Persia.  It wasn’t until the third century 
that they were called kings – by a church father, Tertullian. 

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three – to 
correspond with the gifts given.  
 

Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of 
wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and 
myrrh as a symbol of healing – and even embalming. 
 

Certainly Jesus challenged and set right the way in which the world 
handled all three of these things.  
 

Since the 8th century, the Magi have had the names Balthasar, Gaspar 
and Melchior. 
 

The Wise Men also provided a wonderful example of following a star. 
Whose star will you follow this coming year? 
 

“I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning 
star” 
 

Revelation 22:16  
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 11TH JANUARY  
 

4.00PM - 6.00PM 
 

In the church halls. 
 

Our theme for January is “The Parable of the Lost Sheep” 
Celebration (A short act of family worship); Hospitality (We 

have tea together); Creativity (We all make crafts). 
 

ALL WELCOME 

 
Family and Schools Worker Vacancy 
 

Job Title: Part-time Family and Schools Worker for Alloway Parish 
Church 
Location: Parish of Alloway Church 
Salary: £12 per hour 
Hours: Up to 18 hours per week 
Employed by: The Congregational Board of Alloway Parish Church 
of Scotland per the Clerk to the Board 
Responsible for: Support and pastoral care of members of Alloway 
Parish Church and the community which it serves. 
 
A job description can be found at www.allowaychurch.org  or obtained 
from the Church Secretary on 01292 442083. 
 

Applications in by 31st January 2020 to: 
Mr Ian Stewart, Clerk to the Board, 
18 Newark Crescent, Doonfoot KA7 4JD.  
Email: ifstewart@btinternet.com 
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THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

During the past year we have 

been raising money towards our 

chosen charity, Ayrshire 
Hospice. We intend to continue 

adding to this sum with the 

proceeds of the future 
fortnightly tea and coffees 

between services. After our very 

successful wine tasting evening, which was enjoyed by over fifty people, a 
further £120 will be added. 

Our family beetle drive will be held on Saturday 1st February. 

Tea and coffee dates for January are 12th and 26th. 
As ever, thank you for your generosity. 

 

MUSICAL MEMORIES 

We have had a very successful year with numbers attending staying 
around the 50/65 range. It was a delight to welcome Alloway Nursery 

School to our December 

session when they were in 
very good voice. 

Some six Nursing Homes bring 
residents regularly while 

there are new individuals or 

couples coming almost every 
month. 

Our band has been depleted by the illness of two of its members. The 
others have managed well and we hope to be back to full strength again 

soon. However, there is always room for more; so if anyone who plays an 

instrument feels like joining us, that would be welcomed. 

We have an excellent band of volunteers but because we do not break for 

the summer, holidays do reduce numbers able to attend and so we can 
always accommodate more.  

We look forward to welcoming both old and new friends to our first 

session of 2020 on January 9th at 2.30pm. 
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WINTER COFFEE MORNINGS 

 
Eileen Rosenburgh and Jenny 
Bacon present a cheque for 
£1,200 to Rowan Main of 
Ayrshire Cancer Support, 
Patient Transport. The amount 
raised is from the proceeds of 
the fortnightly Winter Coffee 
Mornings 2018-19. This is the 
start of a three year 
fundraising effort. 

 

STEPPING STONES 2019  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the 
Stepping Stones season 2019 and bravely 
shared their stories of bereavement.  It was 
a privilege to share in your journey of loss. 
Thanks also to the wonderful volunteers who 
help to support this very worthwhile and 
much needed service offered here at 
Alloway Church and for the delicious home baking, the reflections, 
support and love shared. 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

A very big thank you to 
everyone who contributed in 
any way to the success of this 
year‟s Christmas Fair. £2,981 
was raised for Malawi which 
brings our total funds for the 
refurbishment of the girls‟ 
hostel in Bandawe to £19,000 
approx. The total required 
should be around £22,000 
and so we are well on our way 
to achieving our target. 
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SESSION REPORT 
 

The year began with a training 
meeting in early January when elders 
were asked to discuss “the state of 
decline of the National Church”. 
Although no earth shattering decisions 
were taken it was a thought provoking 
meeting and when asked to conclude 
there was agreement that we would be 

happy to put forward the following statement – “We should be a Church 
which seeks to inspire the people of Scotland and beyond with the 
good news of Jesus Christ through enthusiastic worshipping, nurturing 
and serving communities”. The only other item of business at the 
meeting was a tribute to one of our serving elders, Mr George Spankie 
who had died in December.  

 
At our January business meeting we heard the usual reports from 
convenors on Lantern services, a new church trip to Ireland and the 
Christmas Fair which raised £2,800 for two charities Broken Chains 
and Malawi. We also heard that the New Year concert had raised 
£1,240 which was being divided between UK Sepsis and Whiteleys 
Retreat. It was also confirmed that a New Residents to the Parish 
information leaflet was being delivered to the new housing at both 
Doonholm Meadows and the Mactaggart & Mickel development at 
Greenan.   

 
At our May meeting the Moderator again started with a tribute to one of 
our serving elders, Dr Tom Morrall who died in February. It was 
reported that the church dinner with guest speaker Rev. Fraser Aitken 
and singing group “Cantanti” had been a great success and was well 
supported by over 120 people. Our Christian Aid week collection had 
risen from last year’s total to £10,700. Some presbytery news included 
that a tribute had been paid to Rev. Andrew McPhail on achieving 50 
years in the ministry. Our Stewardship convenor reported that we were 
now moving onto a year of “Respect for Creation” and a few small 
initiatives were already planned. Finally the Moderator advised that that 
he hoped to introduce new “All Age Worship” services and would also 
be making more use of our in house talent for development and 
pastoral work. 
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At our August meeting we heard reports on our youth organisations 
and on the Stepping Stones group, Messy Church and Musical 
Memories. All are doing well and fulfilling important roles for our 
members and the local community. News from Presbytery informed 
us that Mission focus groups were looking at an agreed plan to 
reduce the number of Ministers in each of the four Ayrshire areas and 
a clear action plan had to be produced by 2020. It was also advised 
that Rev. Paul Russell was to be inducted to Ayr Castlehill Church. 

At our most recent meeting in November the Moderator had again to 
start with tributes to a further two serving elders Mrs Sybil Pollock who 
had died in late August and Mrs Alice Newlands who died in October. 
We also had our last report from Mrs Julie Griffiths who had just 
announced her retirement as our Schools and Church Family worker. 
She informed us of the many projects she was involved with and said 
it had been a privilege to serve for over 12 years in this post. We 
heard too that our church summer opening had welcomed 1,923 
visitors and through their generosity we were able to give £1,125 to 
Whiteleys Retreat. Finally, we accepted a letter of resignation, on 
health grounds, from one of our longest serving elders Mr Charlie 
Weir – he had been inducted in 1966 (admitted to Alloway in 1993) 
giving over 53 years of service.  

 

Alloway Church Parent and Toddler group 

We return on Tuesday 7th of January and meet every Tuesday and 
Friday mornings, 9.45 – 11.15am in the large church hall. Come along and 
make new friends with other parents and enjoy a tea/coffee with 
biscuits and even toast on occasions!  
Cost per family is just £2.50 to include 
snacks, crafts and activities.   
Further details from Rhona Mortlock 
Youth and Children‟s Worker 
Telephone: 07887494210  

 

Our Youth Club continue to meet between 6.30 
- 8.30pm in the Fellowship Lounge on the 1st 
and 3rd Sunday of the month (5th, 19th 
January).  If you are in P7 to S3 you are 
welcome to join us for games, quizzes, film 
nights and snack.  
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CRECHE VOLUNTEERS 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Please contact Lynda Mary by text on 07913413572 
or by email at: lyndamary07@gmail.com 



www.allowaychurch.org 

January 2020 Newsletter—Page 12 

** Tickets now on Sale ** 
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LEISURELY LUNCH 

There will be a Burns themed soup and pudding lunch on Thursday  30th 
January in the large hall from 12 noon till 1:30pm.  
The pudding on offer will be “Clootie Dumpling”, a rare treat! 
Tea/coffee and biscuits are included in the cost, which is £5 per person. 
The money raised is going to Bandawe to support the Church‟s work there. 
Please join us for food and fellowship, while supporting this worthy cause. 
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FLOWER FELLOWSHIP 
 

We wish to thank the following for providing the flowers for the 
following dates:-  
 
January  5th.   Mrs Susan Hamilton 
January 12th   Mrs Mary Howie 
January 19th   Mrs Moira Douglas 
January 26th   Mrs Margaret Wilson 
 
February  2nd  Mrs Sandra Giles 
February  9th   Mrs Sandra Telford 
February 16th  Mrs Anne Lamont 
February 23rd  Mrs Janice Passant 
 
March      1st   Mrs Betty Russell 
March      8th   Mrs Jennifer Dudney 
March    15th   Mrs Mary Howie 
March    22nd  Mrs Elma Stevenson 
March    29th   Mrs Nancy Forsyth 
 
April        5th    Miss Sharon Howie 
April        EASTER 
April       19th   Mrs Careen Muir 
April       26th   Vacancy 
 
 

 
FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
 

The next meeting of the Friendship Group is on 
Wednesday 29th January at 7.30 pm in the 
Octagonal Hall. John and Margaret Skilling will show 
slides - A Walk Round Alloway.  Please do join us, 
gentlemen will be most welcome.  
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Our next All age Worship service 

SUNDAY 26th JANUARY AT 9.45AM 
Followed by fellowship in the church halls. 
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BLYTHSWOOD CARE SHOEBOX APPEAL 2019 

 

The following is an email received from Fraser 
Hutchinson who co-ordinates the Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal for South Ayrshire: 
 
Lynda hello, 

Once again on behalf of Blythswood Care, thanks go 
to you and your team for generating 200 shoeboxes 
and donations for this year's Appeal. 

Hopefully you will be able to use the attached report as a means of 
extending this genuine appreciation of all the help from Alloway 
Parish church. 

Fraser. 
 

This year the plan was to send „our‟ gifts 
to Pakistan (with all the time-absorbing 
additional customs limitations, eg no items 
with “Made in India” labelling or anything 
to do with pigs, eg Peppa Pig items).  
Within a few days it was apparent these 
additional checks were a severe time 
consumption and we would certainly not 
reach our target load of gifts.  
Fortunately, the charity‟s hierarchy 
decided to change our gifts‟ destination to 
Kosovo.  Relief! 
 
Once again, thanks go to Fullarton Parish 
Church for so generously hosting the 
Appeal through the continuous and 
exclusive use of two halls for the 3 weeks.  
This was a significant disruption to the 
normal weekly routines of the church and 
ConneXions. 

 

Our friends at St Andrew‟s, Girdle Toll and Prestwick North most kindly 
allowed us the use of some of their tables throughout the Appeal – 
without which, quite simply, we wouldn‟t have been able to function.  

A total of 6,018 shoeboxes were collected, inspected, completed with 
Christian literature, packed into cartons and are now stored in our 
warehouse in Irvine ready for final transportation.  A sum of more than 
£10,500 was also donated to the charity through the envelopes (not 
including sums Gift Aided). 
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Our two hired vans, crewed by volunteer drivers and „van boys‟, uplifted 
gifts from 35 churches, 5 schools, and 8 care homes, community centres 
and groups from Girvan to Gourock and Cumnock to Cowal.  

This was our second year of offering a „night shift‟, run by Thomas and 
Candace, for those not able to use the day operating times.  It was even 
more successful than before with an increase in boxes inspected and 
packed. 

The number of helpers who came from so many churches in the local area 
to help in the Appeal is most impressive.  This year there were 195 
individuals from churches and schools listed here, and some with no 
church connection: 

 

One treat was the many donated left-over sandwiches, scones and cakes 
from ConneXions Café which were quickly devoured by the helpers – as 
were the clootie dumplings and tablet provided by three of our long-
standing helpers. 

Importantly, our trainee minister, David Hume, joined us one morning to 
inspect giftboxes and then paused our work and brought us all together 
in prayer to bless the recipients and boxes – and acknowledge 15 years 
of the Appeal at Irvine. 

In all of the above, we marvel at the generosity of people in donating 
their time and effort, and pray that the recipients of the gifts will 
simply recognise God‟s goodness. 

On behalf of Blythswood Care – a sincere “Thank you”. 

Alloway Parish 
Kay Park Parish,  
Kilmarnock 

Prestwick South 
Parish 

Dalry Trinity 
Kilwinning  
Congregational 

St. Margaret‟s Dalry 

Dreghorn &  
Springside Parish 

Nazarine, Irvine St Mary‟s, Irvine 

Dundonald Parish 
North Parish,  
Saltcoats 

Stevenston Ardeer  
Parish 

Girdle Toll, Irvine 
Parish 

Park Parish,  
Ardrossan 

South Beach Parish, 
Saltcoats 

Gospel Hall, Irvine Potter‟s House Lawthorn Primary 

Irvine Old Parish Powerhouse 
Louden Montgomery 
Primary Scripture Union 
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Saturday 1st February 
6.45pm for 7.00pm start 

 

Adults: £3.00   Children: £1.00 
 

Come and join in the fun in the halls 
and enjoy a light buffet with us. 
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Alloway Parish recommended books for Lent 2020  
 

Two publications which have caught our eye for New Year reading. 
 

If you would like to order these books please email the secretary 
  

by 31st January 2020 to allow us to arrange Lent Study group times in 

February 2020. 
 

Orders to  secretary.allowaypc@gmail.com . Monies will be collected 

in February. 
 

Ruth Valerio   “Saying Yes to Life “           Price £7 
 

'Ruth Valerio’s book is perfect for individuals and groups to 
think, reflect, pray and be challenged together.' JUSTIN WELBY, 
from the Foreword 
Saying Yes to Life lifts our focus from natural, everyday concerns to 
issues that are having an impact on millions of lives around the world. 
As people made in the image of God, we are entrusted to look after 
what he has created: to share in God’s joy and ingenuity in making a 
difference for good. 

York Lent Course   Superstar   Booklet £4 

The course booklet is written by DAVID WILBOURNE who studied 
Natural Sciences and Theology at Cambridge. David has been a vicar 
and published six books. Having worked with three Archbishops of 
York, he went on to serve as Assistant Bishop of Llandaff. 
 
Five sessions:  
Session 1. Who is Jesus? 2. Miracles 3. The Psalms 4. The Church 
5. Cross Purposes 

mailto:secretary.allowaypc@gmail.com
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PARISH RECORD 
 

 

             Baptism 
 “Of such is the kingdom of God” 

 

 22.12.19 Sophie Belle Marlow, daughter of Cameron and Louise, 

Kings Park, Prestwick    

    

   

    “Whom God has joined together” 
 

 18.12.19  Brian Armour to Jennifer Dunn    

 

 

 

  

  “Blessed are those who die in the Lord” 
 

            

20.11.19 Jane Powell Carseloch Road 

25.11.19 Jim Jack  Castle Square 

16.12.19 Pat Carlson         Monkwood Place 

 
 

 “We welcome new member by     
profession of faith” 
 

   Mr Gregg Howitt, Chapelton Crescent, Doonfoot    

 



 

 

Your Editor this month was Lynda Mary. 
February newsletter deadline: 20/1/2020 12noon. 

Contributions should be sent to: 
allowaychurch.newsletter@gmail.com 



 

 

Alloway Parish Church of Scotland 
No. 100538 

 

Scottish Registered Charity 
No. SC 012456 


