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Dear Friends  

 

Normally I get a little flushed when I mention this     
subject. Toilets! 

Somehow we have a reluctance to talk about toilets.  So 
often they are taken for granted.  

It’s a bit quirky but in the manse we have five toilets. 

Each of them has hot and cold water and a light! 

How often they are used is just too much information! 

I can assure you there were moments on our trip to    
Malawi a couple of years ago when some of the ladies in 
particular would have loved to use any one of the manse 
toilets. 

In several occasion we encountered what became known 
as the “Long drop”. 

In the church calendar we are entering the season of 
creation. 

A time for us all to reflect on the wonder yet fragility of 
our world. 

In this season of creation I am pleased   to intimate to 
you that most of the toilets in the church have been 
twinned with places in need of toilets across the world. 

This is thanks to the generosity of the Wednesday   
Worship Group.  

God willing we will celebrate harvest on Oct 4th 2020. 
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A time to give thanks to God for the blessings we have 
known. 

This year we are naming the toilet twinning organisation 
(Tear Fund) as our harvest charity. 

Here are some of the challenges this Tear Fund based  
organisation seeks to address: 

• 2 billion people do not have a safe hygienic loo 

• For every £1 on sanitation a community gains  £5.50 
through better health and productivity 

• A child dies every 2 minutes from a sanitation       
related illness 

As we ourselves are inspired by He who is the living water, 
may we  at our Harvest time from our blessing and     
abundance do a little to ensure that more people have   
access to  the vital life giving force we so often take for 
granted. 

To donate please visit: 

www.toilettwinning.org or donate at the Food bank on  
Sunday or in church throughout September. 

Keep safe  

Every blessing  

 

Yours in Him  

 

Neil McNaught  
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A letter from David… 

Dear Friends 

As many of you will know, my ‘Final Review’ in my training for         
Ordained Local Ministry took place on 30th July.  I am delighted to  
report that the review went well, and it was agreed that my call to 
Ordained Local Ministry should be sustained.  What a great journey 
this has been!!  

I first attended a Church of Scotland ‘Vocations Conference’ in    
October  2016 – though I actually commenced academic studies in 
theology in September 2016.  These conferences enable people     
exploring a call to ministry to find out more about the various kinds 
of ministry and the training processes involved.  I subsequently    
applied for OLM in November 2016 ( I was too old for full-time    
ministry!).  Before my application could progress any further, I had 
to attend a psychological assessment to make sure that I could cope 
with the training process and the demands of ministry – the good 
news is that I passed! 

The next stage was for me to undertake a ‘Period of Discernment’ 
where applicants are placed with a Minister to enable them to get an 
insight to the day-to-day role of ministry.  My Period of Discernment 
took place period at Irvine Relief Church, Bourtreehill with Rev. 
Andy Black.  At the end of this, I met with a panel of assessors who 
would determine whether or not I should be invited to attend an  
Assessment Conference.  Fortunately, the panel agreed that I should 
attend an assessment conference and this took place in May 2017.  I 
was greatly relieved when the assessors at the conference agreed 
that I should be accepted as a Candidate for Ordained Local        
Ministry.  

My training officially commenced in September 2017 when I joined 
Rev. David Cameron at the New Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock for my first 
placement.  I was warmly welcomed by the congregation of NLK and 
received great training from David Cameron. 

My second placement was of course at Alloway Parish Church with 
Rev. Neil McNaught and this commenced in August 2018.  This was a 
truly amazing placement where I quickly felt home – and I think that 
Neil and I made a good team.  I accepted the offer of early          
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retirement (very early) in November 2018 and this allowed me to 
be more fully involved in the life of APC. 

My final placement, my ‘Probationary Year, started in August 2019 
when I was placed at Fullarton Parish Church, Irvine with Rev. Neil 
Urquhart.  This was another great placement for me and allowed 
me to experience many areas of community provision and outreach.  
Sadly, COVID-19 meant that the final 5 months of my time at FPC 
were limited to ‘virtual ministry’ but I also learned much during 
this period. 

I was of course delighted to return to Alloway Parish Church at 
the beginning of March 2020 as your Church Family and Schools 
Worker, though once again COVID-19 has restricted the duties 
that I have been able to undertake.  As we live with the changing 
lockdown restrictions I look forward to working alongside Neil, 
Rhona and the folks of APC and exploring new opportunities to 
serve God within APC and the local communities. 

The most recent development (hot off the press!!) is that plans 
are currently being made for my ordination – at Alloway Parish 
Church in 1st October 2020!!  (this is subject to the approval of 
Ayr Presbytery who meet on 1st September).  Unfortunately, as a 
result of the lockdown restrictions, my ordination will not be the 
occasion that I would have wished.  Numbers attending will be 
very limited, though it is hoped that the service will be ‘live 
streamed’ on the internet.  Should it be the will of Presbytery, my 
deployment as OLM will be at Alloway Parish Church and I am   
absolutely delighted to have the opportunity to work alongside 
Neil and to serve the family of Alloway Parish Church. 

I will keep you updated of any developments! 

In the meantime, as always, if there is any way that I can help you 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

God bless! 

David Hume 

Church Family and Schools Worker 

07858 966367 
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The Wednesday Break 

 

Due to Covid I miss seeing so many of you!  We fully     
understand it is difficult for many of us to meet at 
church Sunday by Sunday as we used to! 

So why don’t we meet each other on line for coffee?  

(It sounds like a phrase form an on line dating agency – 
but it’s not!) 

The Wednesday Break begins on Wed 30th September  

The zoom meeting will last from 10.30am - 11.15am 

(If people have to leave early – they just press a button) 
Initially these meetings will be fortnightly . 

A very short act of worship will be followed by sharing 
digital tea/ coffee and most importantly fellowship      
together.  

Anyone interested should register for the zoom codes by 
e mailing 

Secretary.allowaypc@gmail.com before 6pm the day    
before i.e.  Tues 29th Sept. Jan will then send you the 
code for the Wednesday Break.   

The meeting is open to anyone who enjoys Christian     
fellowship. The seating capacity in our virtual coffee 
lounge is 100 and the lounge will open 15 minutes before 
coffee is served. 

Can’t wait to meet you all!  (I’ll go and get my pancakes 
ready) 

Neil McNaught  
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The story behind the Hymn  Abide with Me  
One of the most famous hymns in the world came out 
of Brixham, near Torbay, Devon, in 1847. 

In those days it was a poor, obscure fishing village, 
and the vicar was the Rev Henry Francis Lyte. It was 
a discouraging place to be a pastor, but Henry felt 
that God wanted him there, and so he stayed, though 
it was lonely work, and he suffered constant ill health. 

By the time he was 54, Henry had contracted tuberculosis and asthma, 
and he and his family knew he was dying. It would have been so easy for 
him to look back on his life and feel a complete failure.  What had he 
ever much accomplished? And yet – and yet – Henry knew that in life it 
is not worldly success that matters, but how much we respond to Jesus 
Christ, and how much we follow Him. 

In September of 1847 Henry was preparing to travel to the south of 
France, as was the custom for people with tuberculosis at that time. 
One day before he left, he read the story in the gospel of Luke about 
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were met by Jesus on 
the day of His resurrection, and they invited Him to stay with them 
because it was getting late. “Abide with us”, they said “for it is towards 
evening.” 

“Abide with us – for it is toward evening.” These words struck a chord 
with Henry, who knew that it was getting ‘towards evening’ in his life. 
So, he sat down and wrote this hymn as a prayer to God – (the following 
are just some of the verses) 

Abide with me 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide! 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
  
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
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I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 

 

Shortly after Henry wrote that hymn, he preached his last sermon. 
He was so ill he just made it  into the pulpit to do so. A few weeks 
later, in Nice, France, he died, and so of course he never knew that 
his hymn would go on to become greatly loved the world over. 

We may not be able to sing in church , but through the covid crisis 
and beyond we pray for God’s guiding and abiding presence in our 
community our church and our lives . 

 

 

16 September  St Ninian’s Day  

 

Ninian was a Celt who was born about 360, in southern 
Scotland.  He was remarkable for two things:  he was almost certainly 
the first man in Scotland to live in a little white stone house, and also 
the first to preach the gospel to the Scots.   Just as remarkable:  be-
coming the apostle to the Picts was intimately connected to him 
even having a white-washed stone house, instead of the usual wooden 
hovel. 

For Ninian had not always stayed in Scotland, but had travelled to Rome 
to study, and then on to Gaul, where he had spent time with St Martin 
of Tours.  Martin’s monastery was called Loco Teiac (little white house), 
and it seems that when Ninian returned to Scotland to preach the    
gospel, he wanted something similar.  And so it was that Ninian built his 
little white house, called Ad Candidam Casam, and began sharing the 
Gospel with the Picts who lived in Whithorn and Galloway.   This was the 
region north of the old Roman wall – where Roman rule had never been 
established. 

Ninian seems to have been very effective, for it is said that, like      
Patrick (a generation later) and Columba (a century and a half later), he 
helped form the character of Celtic Christianity. And throughout 
southern Scotland, there are still many churches who bear his name. 
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Creation Time 2020 6th Sept – 4th Oct  
 

We have known for decades that this time will come. We have been 
made aware of the rapid extinction of beautiful and unique creatures. 
Thanks to the honest and disciplined work of climate scientists, we 
know (unless we fall victim to fake news) right now, that our lifestyle 
is unsustainable and our dominant philosophy of ‘permanent growth at 
all cost’ carries the seeds of the destruction of the life that God 
called good. 

Over and above the foolish stewardship of land and resources, yet 
closely allied to it, is the crisis of values and of spirituality; a twisted 
and self-deceptive view of ‘profit’.  

The whole Christian family now has an unprecedented opportunity and 
calling: to bring together mission, justice, stewardship and study: to 
bring out of our ‘treasure’ the determinative priorities and values that 
are so different from those piloting Creation towards catastrophe. 

And above all, to take note of and act on, and trust in, the worth we 
are given (each and all of us) in Christ. 

The worth and encouragement we may give to our neighbour  and our 
fellow creature, in partnership, rather than exploitation. 

May we cherish and be empowered by the knowledge of our enduring 
and transforming worth in the sight of God. Even if, until now, we have 
indeed pursued ‘worthless things’. 

 

(https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/) 

https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/
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A prayer for our earth  
 

All powerful God, you are present in the whole universe,   And in the 
smallest of your creatures.   You embrace with your tenderness all 
that exists. 

 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life 
and beauty.   Fill us with peace that we may live as brothers and   
sisters, harming no one.   

 

O God of the poor helps us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten 
of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 

 

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not 
prey on it,  that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.   

 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of 
the poor and the earth.   

 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe 
and contemplation, to recognise that we are profoundly united with 
every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. 

 

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in 
our struggle for justice, love and peace. 

Amen 
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Update from the Congregational Board 
Alteration of the Pews for Wheelchair Provision 

Wm Kennedy completed alterations in the Church on 18 and 19 June to 
remove sections of 2 pews to provide wheelchair access.  Feedback from 
members who have seen the completed job has been positive.  The      
removed sections have been retained in accordance with Planning        
Department requirements. 

Halls Car Park – Security Gates 

The Congregational Board has unanimously agreed to the purchase and 
installation of security gates and additional car park signage.  The gates 
will be a matching pair of galvanised, hinged gates erected on a line    
between the Octagonal Hall across to the existing car-park sign.  

Appointment of Secretary 

The Congregational Board has unanimously agreed the appointment of 
Mrs Jan Duncan to the post of Part-time Church Secretary. 
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This is a Good News update. 

The Trussell Trust operate the well-respected 

South Ayrshire Food Bank from the warehouse in Prestwick. After various           

organisations refer clients, who are in a truly needy situation, the food bank       

provides the clients emergency food for 3 days. 

The list of food items that go into the box provided by The Trussell Trust includes 

Soup, Beans, Dried Pasta, UHT Milk, Breakfast Cereal, Tea Bags, Coffee, Tinned   

Custard, Tinned Rice Pudding, Tinned Fruit, Tinned Meat, Tinned Veg, Tinned     

Potatoes, Tinned Mince/Stew/Curry, Tuna, Pasta Sauce, Biscuits, Diluting Juice, Jam 

and chocolate treats when available. Toiletries and household products are also 

provided when available. 

As a church we have a long history of collecting food items for the food bank. On 

the last day we were allowed to use the sanctuary before lockdown, Alloway Parish 

Church started to collect food for South Ayrshire Food Bank outside the church 

halls. This has continued every Sunday since.  

During collection times it has been a joy to watch the changes in the area around 

the halls, leaves forming on the trees, the blooming flowers in the well-tended 

tubs, and now leaves starting to fall from some of the trees. Even more joy comes 

from the kindness and consideration shown by so many people in our area which 

has been so truly heart-warming. Not only members of the congregation but   

members of local community have been making donations. During lockdown 

church organisations and activities were halted and we were not even allowed to 

use the sanctuary. The collection of food presented us with a wonderful              

opportunity to exercise our Christian ways and to give something to those less    

fortunate and in true need.  
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From the end of March till the end of July an amazing 6,950 kg of food has been 

donated by Alloway Parish Church to South Ayrshire Food Bank along with toiletries 

and financial donations. To put this in perspective this tonnage is roughly          

equivalent to 579 single person 3 day boxes, or 496 2 person 3 day boxes, or 408  3 

person 3 day boxes, or 347  4 person 3 day boxes or very roughly 5,210 meals.  This 

is a huge amount and a huge “Thank You” is due to everyone who has made this 

possible. 

The collections for the Food Bank will continue between 10 am and 2 pm every 

Sunday. As much as we were aware of the need of the food bank during the early 

days of the lockdown the need is still great.  There are now redundancies as        

businesses face difficulties and furloughs are ending leaving people in need of help. 

We look forward to seeing you and not only our “regular customers” who are    

always welcome.  

Bill Duncan   

 

 

Autumn preserves for sale 

The Alloway and Doonfoot Community have been particularly supportive of the 

South Ayrshire Foodbank since March. Sadly, the demand for the Foodbank is    

predicted to become greater in the foreseeable future. 

Sue Williams and Isabel Bryce have been busy selling homemade marmalade,   

raspberry and blackcurrant jam with all proceeds going to the  Foodbank.   The  

response has been amazing and already £110 has been raised. This support is very 

much appreciated and It is hoped everyone is thoroughly enjoying the preserves.  

Orders may be placed by email for collection the following Sunday. 

bryce.i@btinternet.com 

williamssusan59@gmail.com 

On Sundays, there will be a small number of jars for sale at the Church Hall      

Foodbank collection area. Payment for purchases may be placed in the adjacent 

honesty box.  
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Thank you to the many friends who have collected stamps for the Scottish Bi-
ble Society over many years. 

2019 was the 50th anniversary of the society and monies raised went to 
“Central African Presbyterian Charity at Chigodi” a centre for vulnerable girls 
in Blantyre.  The sum of £802 was raised in Alloway and Ayr Presbytery.  
Across Scotland the sum was £3406. 

The 2020 charity is “Women’s Aid” in Sri Lanka. 

Thank you for all your support. 

Best regards 

Isobel Smith 

Blythswood Christmas Shoebox Appeal  

Please note we will once again be supporting the shoebox   
appeal and would be grateful for any empty shoeboxes with 
separate lids. We are going to run the collection from our 
church halls so if you have any to drop off, Sundays between 
10 and 2 during the Foodbank collection would be ideal. We 
hope to have empty wrapped shoeboxes ready to uplift for filling from      
October but you can of course wrap your own and bring them along in        
October. Thanking you all in anticipation of another great response for this 
initiative. 

Lynda Mary  

 

Parish Scrubbers  

We are looking for volunteers to do a litter pick up for an hour around 
the parish on Sunday 11th October  12 noon to 1pm 

Tools will be provided and a socially distanced coffee available follow-
ing exertions 

If  you are willing please advise secretary.allowaypc@gmail.com 

By 4th October 2020. 
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DON’T TRASH AYR 

In response to concerns about littering in our community, which 
appeared to have heightened during the Covid 19 pandemic, a new 
exciting community group has been established.  It has been    
supported and facilitated by our local Councillor for Ayr West, 
Siobhan Brown.  A Facebook page and a WhatsApp group have 
been established.  Members of the community, adults and children 
alike have volunteered to address the problem of litter by       
actively litter picking and working together to find a “Solution to 
Pollution”. 

If you would like to become involved in this group 
please contact Susan Williams—  

williams-susan59@gmail.com. 

Good News from Bandawe! 
Refurbishment of Girls’ Hostel 

I am again pleased to report that there has been continued steady 
progress through August. 

Plumbing internally and externally has been completed. Electrics are 
underway and internal fit out including ceilings and wall rendering is 
50% complete.  

The project remains on budget and on timetable. 

Also very positive report cards from the sixteen girls who are being 
sponsored through the school by the congregation  

 

Murray Hutchison 
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Birds of the Doon, at Greenan - Who Am I? 

1. 

Arched on his back, white wings so strong 

Smooth is his neck, slender and long 

Regal and proud as he glides along 

2. 

Skimming the waves, circling in the sky 

Following the fishing boats, hear them cry 

Plunging down to catch a fish 

Or to snatch a sandwich off your dish 

3. 

On the land a wobbly waddle 

But under water feet smoothly paddle 

Quack! Bottoms up in the air 

Dipping heads under for a quick dabble! 

4. 

Stood still and tall on the river bank 

Or wading in the shallows, its prey to seek 

A beady eye watching and waiting to spear 

A tasty fish on its harpoon beak 

Submitted by Frances Steele 

1. Swan. 2. Seagull 3. Duck 4. Heron 
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Bible Places Wordsearch 
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 Parish Record 

Deadline for October Newsletter—Tuesday 22 September—12 noon 

Contributions should be sent to: 

allowaychurch.newsletter@gmail.com 

Please visit our website www.allowaychurch.org or our Facebook page 

 

“of such is the kingdom of God “ 

 

2.8.20  Matthew Herbert Hathaway son of Lisa and Tal 

 

 

 

 

“Blessed are those who die in the Lord “ 

 

22.8.20  Ron Dyce   Mount Charles Crescent 
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