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Dear Friends, 
  

From 20th March – 13th April  it is the Great British Spring 
Clean. 
 

“The country's  biggest mass action environmental campaign.” 
 

Litter, I think, is a great scourge of our society. Our own parish 
is so often spoiled by the thoughtless and needless mess of 
many. 
  

Nowadays there is an awakening of how eco friendly we should 
be. March is a good month to reflect on our environmental 
footprint! 
 

In what way can we improve our individual stewardship of our 
world and environment? Perhaps we could all start by seeking 
to keep streets clean.   
 

As well as a spring clean of our environment, it’s also a good 
month to embark on a spiritual spring clean of the soul! 
 

Lent is seen as the time of preparation before Easter.  
A time to clean out the attitudes which hold us back from being 
the best we can be for God and for others. 
A time to seek to fill our lives with God’s Spirit. 
 

What will we need to clear out? What will we need to hold on 
to? 
 

One writer suggested: 
 

 Purge negative thoughts and feelings. 
 Dust away old resentments and past hurts. 
 Kick a bad habit to the curb. 
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We are all different! 
 
However, as well as our towns and countryside needing a 
spring clean, I suspect we could all do with a little spiritual 
decluttering and a spring clean of the soul. 
 
For soon we will celebrate the love of a God who so loved the 
world that it cost him his son. . Someone who gave himself 
that we might enjoy a fuller life. 
 
Every blessing. 
 
Neil McNaught   

 

Sunday Morning Services in March 

1st 9.45am, 11.15am (Youth Parade) “Lent 1”  

8th 9.30am, 11.15am, 6.15pm,  Communion 

15th 9.45am, 11.15am “Living Water” 

22nd 10.30am “Seeing is Believing” 

 (followed by Annual Stated Meeting) 

29th 9.45am, 11.15am “Life after Death” 

   

Wednesday Worship 

11th 11.00am Isobel and Sue 

25th 11.00am Isobelle and Anne 
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We are pleased to welcome back Dr David Hume to the post of 

part-time family and schools worker here in Alloway Parish. 

David starts his employment on 1
st
 March. 

David  is also under supervision at 

Fullerton Church and will be there on most 

Sundays until September. There he will 

complete his training as an ordained local 

minister. 

We hope David will enjoy a long and 

fruitful stay with us. 

 

Congregational Board 

Election to our Board will take place at our Stated Annual 
Meeting that convenes at 10.30 am in the Sanctuary on Sunday 
22

nd
 March.  If you are interested in standing for election please 

contact me. I shall be pleased to answer any queries you may 
have. 

Please also feel free to nominate candidates. 

Ian Stewart, Clerk to the Board 

Tel 01292 443951 

ifstewart@btinternet.com 

mailto:ifstewart@btinternet.com
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Lent Study Course 

The five evenings for this course are Wednesday 4th March, 
Wednesday 11th March, Wednesday 18th March, Tuesday 24th 
March and Wednesday 1st April 2020. The sessions will be held 
in the Fellowship Lounge within the church halls, commencing 
at 7.30 pm. 

The course booklet is the York Course entitled „Superstar‟ by 
David Wilbourne. 
 
Five sessions:  
Session 1. Who is Jesus? 2. Miracles 3. The Psalms 4. The 
Church 5. Cross Purposes 
 
You are also encouraged to read: “Saying Yes to Life” by Ruth 
Valerio.  

'Ruth Valerio’s book is perfect for individuals and groups to 
think, reflect, pray and be challenged together.' JUSTIN 
WELBY, from the Foreword. 

Saying Yes to Life lifts our focus from natural, everyday 
concerns to issues that are having an impact on millions of lives 
around the world. As people made in the image of God, we are 
entrusted to look after what he has created: to share in God‟s 
joy and ingenuity in making a difference for good. 
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Social Committee 
 
Over 40 folk, young and young 
at heart, enjoyed the recent 
Beetle Drive. The best overall 
score was achieved by Rebecca 
(11years) so well done 
Rebecca. £90 was raised which 
will go towards our chosen 
charity, Ayrshire Hospice. Many 
thanks to all those who came 
along and helped to make the 
evening such a success. 
 
The tea/coffee dates between services for March are Sunday 
15th and Sunday 29th. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the inclement weather, we are pleased to note that the 

attendances at our sessions remains as good as ever. The next 

session will be held on Thursday 12th March at 2.30pm. 

Everybody is welcome. 
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Church Eco Event Saturday 7th March 1pm - 4pm  

Please come along and learn about how to save our 
environment. We have our Scouts and Guides coming along to 
show us what they are doing. There is the Dark Sky Planetarium 
coming to teach us about our universe. We also have Eco 
Ayrshire and Lavemill Larder from Troon, which is Ayrshire‟s 
first eco shop. You can learn to craft with paper and challenge 
yourself on recycling. We also have a Fair Trade stall and 
refreshments.  

Entrance is free. However, there is a £3 charge for the 
planetarium and a donation for refreshments and home baking. 

So come along and learn how to save our planet as there truly 
is no other place like Earth.  

For further details contact Rhona Mortlock on 07887494210.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our Eco Event on the 7th March, we are encouraging 
people to clear-out their unwanted clutter and bring it along to 
the small hall from 12noon on the day where we will try to find it 
a new home and save it going to landfill. No clothes or books 
and nothing too large please! We will encourage people to make 
a donation to a local eco charity in exchange for uplifting any of 
your unwanted items. If you have anything to donate that you 
need uplifting, we can arrange to collect it from you. Any leftover 
items will be taken to local charity shops. 

Steve Maw (tel: 07952 685505) 
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Flower Fellowship 
 

Thanks to the following for providing this 

month‟s flowers:-  
 

March      1st   Mrs Betty Russell 

March      8th   Mrs Jennifer Dudney 

March    15th   Mrs Mary Howie 

March    22nd  Miss Elma Stevenson 

March    29th   Mrs Nancy Forsyth 
 

Annual Bring and Buy Plant Sale 

First of all I‟d like to thank everyone who supports our various 

plant sales and home produce sales throughout the year.  

Funds raised are much appreciated by Rhona and her team and 

are a valuable contribution to our work with young people in the 

area.  

The Summer Bring and Buy Plant Sale is however the most 

important one of the year and for this we rely on many of you 

within the congregation who bring on seedlings, cuttings and 

divisions and add interest and variety to the stall.  

We hope to run this year‟s sale on Sunday 10th May from 

10.30am - 1.00pm to enable 

people from both services to 

participate. Plants can be handed 

in on that morning or on Saturday 

afternoon (9th May) between 

4.00pm and 6.00pm.  

Your help is much appreciated. 

Bob and Carol George  



www.allowaychurch.org 

March 2020 Newsletter—Page 9 

Coffee Morning Sport Relief 2020 

 

 

 

We will be holding a coffee morning in aid of Sport Relief on 

Friday 13th March in the Fellowship Lounge from 10.00am - 

11.00am. We are organising this in memory of our son Dan, 

whose birthday it will be on that date and because he was a 

massive sports fan. Any donations of home-baking would be 

very much welcome on the morning from 9.00am onwards. 

Alternatively we can collect the night before if that suits. The 

theme for this year‟s Sport Relief is It‟s Game On - please feel 

free to come along dressed in sporting gear, whether it be a pair 

of football socks etc. or the whole outfit! 

Lynda and Steve (tel: 07952 685505) 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH  
 

4.00PM - 6.00PM 
 

In the church halls. 
 

Our theme for March is “The Prodigal Son” 
Celebration (A short act of family worship); Hospitality (We 

have tea together); Creativity (We all make crafts). 
 

ALL WELCOME 
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St. Patrick’s Day 17
th

 March  
 
St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland.  If 
you‟ve ever been in New York on St. Patrick‟s 
Day, you‟d think he was the patron saint of 
New York as well… the flamboyant parade is 
full of American/Irish razzmatazz. 
 

It‟s all a far cry from the hard life of this 5th century humble 
Christian who became, in time, both bishop and apostle of 
Ireland.   Patrick was born the son of a town councillor in the 
west of England, between the Severn and the Clyde.  But as a 
young man he was captured by Irish pirates, kidnapped to 
Ireland and reduced to slavery. He was made to tend his 
master‟s herds. 
 
Desolate and despairing, Patrick turned to prayer.  He found 
God was there for him, even in such desperate circumstances. 
He spent much time in prayer and his faith grew and deepened, 
in contrast to his earlier years, when he “knew not the true God”. 
 
Then, after six gruelling, lonely years he was told in a dream he 
would soon go to his own country.  He either escaped or was 
freed, made his way to a port 200 miles away and eventually 
persuaded some sailors to take him with them away from 
Ireland. 
 
After various adventures in other lands, including near-

starvation, Patrick landed on English soil at last and returned to 

his family.  But he was much changed.  He had enjoyed his life 

of plenty before; now he wanted to devote the rest of his life to 

Christ.  

 

Patrick received some form of training for the priesthood, but not 
the higher education he really wanted. 
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But by 435, well-educated or not, Patrick was badly 
needed.   Palladius‟ mission to the Irish had failed and so the 
Pope sent Patrick back to the land of his slavery.  He set up 
his see at Armagh and worked principally in the north.  He 
urged the Irish to greater spirituality, set up a school and 
made several missionary journeys. 
 
Patrick‟s writings are the first literature certainly identified 
from the British Church.  They reveal sincere simplicity and a 
deep pastoral care.   He wanted to abolish paganism, idolatry 
and was ready for imprisonment or death in the following of 
Christ. 
 
Patrick remains the most popular of the Irish saints. The 
principal cathedral of New York is dedicated to him, as of 
course, is the Anglican cathedral of Dublin. 
 
Encircling Prayer of St. Patrick. 
  
Christ be with me, Christ within me 

Christ behind me, Christ before me 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me 

Christ to comfort me and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger 

Christ in hearts of all that love me 

Christ in mouth of friend or stranger. 

 

 

The next meeting of the Friendship 

Group is on Wednesday 18th March 

at 7.30 pm. 

Our speaker will be John McKercher who will tell us all about 

The Magical World of Hand Tufting Rugs. 
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22nd March 2020 
 
There is an old Jewish saying:  God could not be everywhere 
and therefore He made mothers. 
 
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods – our human 
mothers – all of them have been part of the celebration of 
‘Mothering Sunday’ – as the fourth Sunday in Lent is 
affectionately known.  It has been celebrated in the UK since at 
least the 16

th
 century. 

 
In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to 
honour Cybele, Mother of all the Gods.  Other pagan festivals in 
honour of Mother Earth were also celebrated.  With the arrival of 
Christianity, the festival became one honouring Mother Church. 
 
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen 
or working as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a 
year on which to visit their families – which is how ‘Mothering 
Sunday’ got its name.  This special day became a day of family 
rejoicing and the Lenten fast was broken.  In some places the 
day was called Simnel Day because of the sweet cakes called 
simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that day. 
 
In recent years the holiday has changed and in many ways now 
resembles the American Mother’s Day, with families going out to 
Sunday lunch and generally making a fuss of their mother on 
the day. 
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Leisurely Lunch 

There will be a Daffodil themed lunch on Thursday 26th March in the 
large hall from 12noon - 1:30pm.  

Tea/coffee and biscuits are included in the cost, which is £5 each. 
The money is going to Bandawe to support the Church‟s work there. 
Please join us for food and fellowship while supporting this worthy 
cause. This will be the last lunch until September.  
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WHAT IS EARTH HOUR? Earth Hour is the world‟s biggest 
switch off event – a moment millions come together for nature, 
people and the planet. Iconic landmarks, millions of homes, 
businesses and political leaders across the world switch off their 
lights for an hour at 8:30PM to celebrate our natural world and 
as a rallying call to protect it. But more than that, Earth Hour is a 
movement. People who want to protect and restore our planet 
come together at events, at home and online.  
 
WHY SHOULD I TAKE PART? More people than ever before 
are waking up to the crisis. We‟ve destroyed forests, polluted 
the oceans and caused devastating changes to the climate. In 
2020, world leaders will make important decisions that will 
decide the health of our planet for years to come – on the 
climate, our food systems and our relationship with nature. 
There‟s never been a more important time to come together. 
Earth Hour's inspired millions to take action, influenced climate 
policy across the world, banned plastic on the Galapagos 
Islands and protected forests in Uganda.  
 

https://www.earthhour.org/ 

https://www.earthhour.org/
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Our next All Age Worship service 

SUNDAY 29
th
 MARCH AT 9.45AM 

Followed by fellowship in the church halls. 
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100th Alloway Scouts 
Last year, I finally fulfilled a long time 
ambition to visit the birth place of Scouting: 
Brownsea Island. This is a small 1.5 x .75 mile 
island nestled within Poole Harbour in the 
English county of Dorset. 

I was lucky enough to find myself alone there 
on a wet day in July, standing at the exact spot 
Lord Robert Baden-Powell had chosen to hold 
the first experimental camp some 112 years 
previously. Facts surrounding the camp differ 
slightly, but what we can generally assume is: 
Baden-Powell (a former Boer War hero and commanding officer at the 
siege of Mafeking) took 21 boys, aged 9-17 and from mixed class 

backgrounds, to camp on the island. Supported 
by a couple of friends, he set about 
implementing his ideas for a youth movement 
for young men. 

Whilst there, the boys were divided into patrols 
- a system still used today - and they were 
accommodated in second-hand army tents. 
Activities were said to include: observation, 
woodcraft, chivalry, lifesaving, prayers, 
campfire tales and patriotism. There was even 
an afternoon rest period programmed daily, 
during which no speaking was permitted. 

My thoughts were transported back to the 
Scout camps of my childhood and youth, held 
mostly in wet rural Wales. I found myself 

considering the startling difference between those and the relative 
luxury and ease that modern equipment, communication and transport 
bring to the more recent camps that I have both run and attended. On 
reflection, I believe that my Scout camps of the 70’s bore more relation 
to Baden Powell’s original trial than perhaps a more recent camp does. 
Why? Well, just like 1907, there were no mobile phones (they have 
changed everything) in the 70’s. Additionally, we also used recycled army 
tents and cooked mostly on an open fire. I’m certain that our provisions 
and equipment hadn’t changed much since Baden Powell’s day.  

I found the whole experience - aided by being the only visitor - fairly 
moving. This emotion was escalated, upon discovering that the 21 young 
men who attended that very first Scout camp went on to fight in WW1, 
not too many years after. Needless to say, many didn’t survive that 
experience. 

Nigel Bradey Group Scout Leader  
100th Alloway 
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World Thinking Day 2020 

22nd February is a very important day in the Girl Guiding calendar.  
Since 1926 Girl Guides and Girl Scouts have been coming together 
in a celebration of friendship and thinking of others. Born out of a 
wish to celebrate the joint birthdays of their founders, Lord Baden-
Powell, founder of the Scout movement, and his wife Olave, who 
was the World Chief Guide, it was noted by a Belgian delegate at 
the 7th World Conference in 1932 that birthdays usually meant 
presents! So Olave wrote to all the girls in Guiding and Girl Scouts 
asking them to donate a penny, about the price of a loaf of bread in 
those days, to help fund Guiding all over the world. World Thinking 
Day was born. 

This year 2nd Alloway Brownies marked the 
occasion in two ways. 

We wrote letters, made Thinking Day Cards and, 
together with a postcard of Alloway, sent them to 
various Brownie Units all over the country. We 
got a lot sent to us too which you can see here 
on our notice board. We learnt about other Units, 
some a lot smaller than ours, but all enjoying 
being part of Girl Guiding! 

We also painted pots and planted up over 140 
flowers which we delivered round the district on 
the night of the 18th February – there was even a 
gap in the rain to allow us to get round everyone 
on our list and stay dry!  

Huge thanks to all the parents who came with us 
to make sure we didn‟t get lost and to help us 
decipher some of the house numbers! 

Special thanks to Sheila, the Church Secretary, 
for all her help! 

Whether you are part of the Girl Guiding or Girl Scout movement we 
hope that you manage to spare a thought for others at some point 
during your day. The Brownies certainly got a real buzz from being a 
Ninja Plant Delivery Service with no complaints of tired legs or cold 
toes and the messages of thanks they have received have brought 
huge smiles to their faces. The power of a little Random Act of 
Kindness. 
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Parish Newsletter & Life & Work 
 
As many of you will be aware, I am officially retiring from the post of 
Newsletter Distribution Organiser. I will however continue to deliver a 
District and to collect the final Life & Work Subscriptions for 2020. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all those who 
have assisted me in my work, both in making up the district bundles and 
in distributing to all the parish households over the past 20 years or so. 
 
Mrs Pat Palmer has kindly agreed to take on the task and I know that 
you will continue to give her your support. 
Pat can be contacted on  01292  442987 
 
Finally, a great big thank you for the lovely floral arrangement that I 
received. 
              Eileen Rosenburgh 
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South Ayrshire Life 
 

Looking for things to do, places to go or a helping hand when 
you need it?  There‟s more out there than you think!  South 
Ayrshire Life is an information and resource service that can 
help you get involved. 
 
Community – our shop in Ayr has information on community 
groups, activities & events, services and organisations who may 
be able to help you.  You can pick up leaflets and advice 
booklets, browse the South Ayrshire Life website and speak to 
our friendly team. 
 
Free drop-in sessions with agencies and organisations – we 
provide over 25 monthly drop-ins at the shop, ranging from 
mental health support, home energy to safety in the home and 
sensory impairment support. 
 
Volunteering – looking to volunteer in South Ayrshire? You can 
check our website for information on over 70 volunteer 
opportunities.  You can also pop in to the shop in Ayr and we 
can help you look through the website too. 
 
Visit us at South Ayrshire Life, 57 Newmarket Street, Ayr KA7 
1LL  
Freephone: 0800 432 0510, email: enquiries@salife.scot  
We‟re open Monday-Friday 10am-4pm 
 
South Ayrshire Life is part of Voluntary Action South Ayrshire, a 
charity registered in Scotland SCO28234 
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It is perhaps a well kept secret  - Alloway Parish church is an „eco 

congregation‟. 

It is a member of a charity which has the following vision and 

purposes:  

Eco-Congregation Scotland is a charity,  which offers a   

programme to enthuse and equip churches to weave  

environmental issues into their life and mission in an  enjoyable 

and stimulating way.  

Our Vision  is for a Scotland that cares for God‟s creation.  

Our Values 

We care passionately for God‟s creation. We are a faith based 

movement. We are rooted in local groups of Christians. We work 

co-operatively with each other and with others who care about the 

environment. We encourage transformational change at 

individual, community and national levels.  

Our Mission  

In prayer, worship and conversation we discover what it means to 

care for God‟s creation. We put that care into action individually, 

locally, nationally and globally, desiring to live justly in a 

transformed world. We commit ourselves to campaigning on 

urgent threats to the web of life in our vulnerable world.  
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PARISH RECORD 
 

 

  
   

 

“Blessed are those who die in the Lord” 
 

            

 

 

 
 

  

26.01.20 Grace McGuinness Browncarrick Drive 

30.01.20 Ian Morrison Earls Way 

31.01.20 Queenie Palmer Redford Nursing Home 

11.02.20 Margaret Davidson Louden Street, Mauchline 

Your Editor this month was Lynda Mary. 
April newsletter deadline: 17/3/2020 12noon. 

Contributions should be sent to: 
allowaychurch.newsletter@gmail.com 



 

 

Alloway Parish Church of Scotland 
No. 100538 

 

Scottish Registered Charity 
No. SC 012456 


