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“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the 
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.” (Isaiah 
60: 1-2) 

 

Dear Friends  

Firstly, a little word of thanks for all the cards and  
kindnesses received at the manse over Christmas. We are 
indebted to so many people! 

The church often confuses people! 

In the nativity story at the stable the wise men are   
presented as making an appearance. In fact scripture 
would suggest that they visited much later.  

Who were these Wise Men?  

No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and 
that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind 
from Persia.  

It wasn’t until the third century that they were called 
kings – by a church father, Tertullian. 

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were 
three – to correspond with the gifts given. 

Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold 
as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of 
worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing – 
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and even embalming. Since the 8th century, the Magi have 
had the names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. 

What we do know is that after they knelt in worship the 
“wise men “returned   a different way “. Their plans   
couldn’t stay the same. 

On that return they faced new circumstances and new 
challenges. Here too is a pattern for ourselves. We have 
celebrated our Lord’s birth. The festivities are certainly 
over! 

Now we must turn to living through very challenging times. 
Will we be changed and if so how? Whose path shall we 
follow amidst the paths which lie ahead? 

We have what the wise men didn’t have. The teaching of 
the Messiah to guide us. I wouldn’t pretend for one       
moment that the Messiah’s teaching is easy to follow.  So 
often our plans to follow Him and His ways have failed. Yet 
as someone said when that happens change the plans not 
the goal! 

At this dark time we must dare to believe that following 
His way will lead to the fullness of life in this world and 
the next. 

Keep safe  

Every blessing for 2021 

Neil McNaught   
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A note from David… 

Dear Friends  

There is no doubt that our Christmas and New Year       
celebrations, and most of 2020, were hugely different 
from what we might have imagined.  In many respects, life 
over the past 10 months or so has been challenging as we 
have faced the many impacts that Coronavirus has had on 
all aspects of life.  There is no doubt that as we think 
back, and as we consider the developing situation, it is   
natural at times to feel a bit down. 

But God does not want us to be backward looking, going 
through life looking in the rear view mirror.  But we so    
often can't help ourselves.  Often we spend too much time 
remembering the difficult times of the past. 

As we enter a New Year, it is an opportunity for us to look 
ahead and focus on what is before us.  God wants to do new 
things in our lives.  He wants us to rise up to our full       
potential in Him.  He has called us to do mighty things.  He 
will even make a way when we feel lost, and refresh us 
when we are down. 

As we read in Isaiah 43:18-19: 

“‘Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, 
I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not    
perceive it?  I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.” 

We have got to keep on moving forward.  It is only in    
moving forward that we can ever accomplish what God has 
called us to.  We can't stay where we are at, nor can we go 
backwards.  The only direction we can go is forward.  Yes, 
it can be hard – but it's the only way if we want to move on 
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in God and grow. 

I wish you all God’s peace and richest blessings for 2021, 
and leave you with this poem by Helen Steiner Rice –  

Somebody Loves You… 

 

Somebody loves you more than you know, 

Somebody goes with you wherever you go, 

Somebody really and truly cares 

and lovingly listens to all your prayers. 

Don’t doubt for a minute that this is not true, 

For God loves His children and takes care of them, too. 

And all of His treasures are yours to share 

If you love Him completely and show Him you care. 

And if you “walk in His footsteps” and have the faith to 
believe, 

There’s nothing you ask for that you will not receive! 

 

God bless! 

 

David Hume 

Church Family and Schools Worker 

07858 966367 

dhume@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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Martin Luther and the Diet of Worms – 500 years on 

 

Five hundred years ago, on 3rd January 1521, German Protestant 
reformer Martin Luther was excommunicated from the Roman  
Catholic Church by Pope Leo X after he refused to recant his    
writings. A few weeks later, on 23rd January, the Diet of Worms 
was called by the Holy Roman Empire and ran until 25th May. 

This amusingly titled event (Diet means assembly, and Worms is a 
city in the Rhineland) culminated in the Edict of the Diet of Worms, 
which declared that Luther was a heretic, and banned his writings. 

Luther was a monk and professor of biblical interpretation at the 
University of Wittenberg who came to oppose the Church’s corrupt 
practice of selling indulgences for the forgiveness of sins. His 95 
theses, which he is famous for nailing to a church door in 1517 – 
though some historians doubt that it actually happened – were based 
on the belief that salvation is by grace through faith and cannot be 
bought by cash or actions, however good. 

Luther was defiant and was supported by powerful princes. He lived 
until 1546 and with others brought about the Reformation, though 
he would doubtless have been amazed at the sheer number and    
variety of different Protestant denominations (including various 
forms of Lutheranism) that would trace their origin to his actions. 
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Dear Friends  

I do so miss seeing you on a Sunday morning in our 
beautiful sanctuary! 

However, we must keep each other safe! 

While tier 4 restrictions are in force, we will not 
gather on a Sunday at 10.30am. 

God willing if and when we revert back to tier 3, we will resume our 
service again on a Sunday at 10.30am (max capacity 50). Even then we 
fully understand why many cannot meet! 

Meanwhile the work of the church continues. 

Please visit our website allowaychurch.org for our online weekly      
service. Our website and Facebook page are worth a regular visit. 

Join us for our midweek service Wed 10.30am with the Zoom codes 
available from the secretary. 

There will be a joint monthly meeting of the Board and Session with 
Zoom codes available from the secretary. 

We shall also have a fortnightly York Course meeting (see details   
overleaf). “Caring for Creation” with Zoom codes available from the 
secretary. 

The South Ayrshire Foodbank Collection point remains open Sunday 
10am – 2pm. I am continually moved and inspired by the generosity of 
the community. 

We will be exploring ways to facilitate the return of some of our    
uniformed organisations if and when that becomes feasible. 

Pastoral visits for specific reasons remain 
ongoing. 

If you would like a visit from David or myself 
please do be in touch. 

Keep safe  

Every blessing  

Neil McNaught 
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Written by Brian Davis 
“The human race is facing its greatest challenge: the threat to the  
environment and climate change. Faith in our Creator God should enable 
us to see what is actually happening.” 

Do feel free to join us as we listen to “Caring for Creation” 

Zoom codes to join the meetings which will start at 7pm will be       
available from the secretary the day before the meeting.  

 

Meeting Dates  

Wed 13th Jan, Wed 27th Jan, Wed 3rd Feb, Wed 17th Feb, Wed 3rd 
March  
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 A Scientist’s Letter to the UK Church: Power, 
love and self-control 

 

I want to share a message of hope that Christians in the sciences 
around the world can bring to the church. Dr Francis Collins, who leads 
medical research in the US, spoke earlier in the pandemic about his 
faith and his hope in God to help us through this time. He expressed 
the grief that so many are experiencing, described an intensity of sci-
entific work he has never experienced before, and shared his convic-
tion that he is in exactly the right place just now - serving God with 
science. He is holding on tight to the words of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7, 
‘for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.’  

Power  

In 2 Timothy the apostle Paul encourages his friend to ‘fan into flame 
the gift of God’ that is in him. I am thankful that scientists like Francis 
are using their own particular talents to understand this virus, and to 
help prevent or treat infection. The things they discover are not just 
useful, but at times they can also display the beauty and wonder of 
God’s creation. 

Love 

A scientist shows their love for God, for people and for the rest of 
creation through their work in the lab. One scientist described his ex-
periences to me: “I study God’s fingerprints in His creation to learn 
more of Him and the world He placed us in and to learn how we should 
take care of it and each other…I pray for inspiration and insight into 
how His creation works…and that He provides the opportunities to give 
the glory to Him.” 

Self-Control 

It is largely our own and others’ selfish actions that can turn one ani-
mal’s friendly virus into our own species’ personal nightmare. Thankful-
ly, Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection are the solution to evil. Our 
ultimate and certain hope is that one day all Creation will be renewed. 
We can also have hope for today, that God is with us in our suffering. 
When we respond in positive ways to painful events, that is evidence 
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that Jesus is alive and working in our lives.  

Science will not solve all our problems, but with God’s help and wisdom 
we can use the tools of science to serve him and love others. Let’s pray 
together for the strength to cope, and for an end to this pandemic.  

 

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The   
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth 
writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian 
faith. 

Dates for all Office Bearers  
  

 

Joint meeting of the Board and Session 

These meetings all starting at 7pm will be a mixture of 
business and fellowship. 

12th Jan (Tues)    10th Feb  (Wed )  9th Mar  (Tues ) 14th 
April (Wed) 

Flower Committee 

 
I would like to congratulate our ladies of the Flower Committee for 
the great work they do and for managing the making up and        
distribution of the posies for harvest.  Our thanks also for all the 
great work they do year-round – appreciated by 
all! 

Maggie Hutchieson 
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Crafts for Malawi. 
  

Our craft “emporium” (so named by one of our customers) at the    
foodbank drop off at the church has raised £1,758 for our work in 
Bandawe. This excellent total is due to the input from many people who 
I would now like to thank; - Madge Irving for sharing the four Sunday 
duties with me and for her encouragement to proceed with the sale, 
Careen Muir’s expertise in staging the eye-catching display which was 
invaluable and much admired, Carol and Bob George for manning their 
very successful plant sale which contributed an appreciable amount to 
our total and Isabel Bryce and Sue Williams who contributed £100 
from their preserves fund. 

 

Also, a huge thank you to everyone else who donated gifts and to our 
most generous customers, many of whom paid well above the asking 
price for their purchases. We hope the sale gave a little Christmas 
cheer as well as producing a very worthwhile amount for our work in  
Malawi. 
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Bandawe, Malawi Update January 2021 

Friends                                                                                                                      
As I have previously reported, the Mamie Martin Hostel rebuild was 
successfully completed on time and on budget. Denis Kamata, the new 
Headmaster tells me the hostel, which was formally the least           
attractive accommodation at BAGSS, is now sought after by all the 
girls and is seen as the preferred accommodation at the school. 

 

So, what is in prospect for our Partnership with BAGSS in 2021.                                                              
We have had detailed discussions with Denis about what he sees as pri-
orities for the school. Top of his list was the dire shortage of toilet 
accommodation overall and the dilapidated state of existing freestand-
ing loos which require replacement. At his previous school (the Robert 
Laws School) as assistant head he was responsible for building brand 
new toilets. He has sent me the design, a specification and bills of quan-
tities and a price estimate. It is a standardised design used at Malawi 
schools which makes it a proven idea. We have this idea under serious 
consideration. In the terms of our partnership, Denis has offered to 
contribute £4,500 to an approximate build cost of £11,000 (a prelimi-
nary but robust figure). At the present time we have sufficient funds 
to cover the balance. Much work has still to be done and approvals 
sought both at their Board and our Board.   

 Denis and I have agreed it is right that the design be amended to in-
clude a disabled toilet as he recognises this need. This will also be able 
to be used by visiting males as it is entered separately, and self-
contained under the same roof.                                                                                               

I will continue to keep you updated when further progress is made.                                      

Murray Hutchison.        

(for the Mission Committee) 
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ORIGINAL                                                                             

REVISION (Disabled included) 
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Advent Nativity Trail 
 

The winner of the Advent Nativity Trail was Lachlan Dillon.  Lachlan is 
pictured below with his brother Brodie receiving a Confectionery  
Hamper and set of knitted Nativity figures. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, a huge thank you to everyone who knitted the beautiful 
nativity characters – complete sets have been donated to Alloway   
Primary School, Doonfoot Primary School and Whiteleys Retreat.  A 
set is also on its way to Bandawe in Malawi and we will keep a set at 
Alloway Parish Church. 
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THE BOYS’ BRIGADE 

1st Alloway Company 

  

SANTA 'S SLEIGH 

  

The NCO cadre of the company requested that Santa's Sleigh toured 
for five nights instead of the normal three, so more could be given to 
the 4 Charities. 

Approval was obtained from SAC, with their comments that it was a 
great morale booster after the latest lockdown - that had to be the 
biggest understatement… 

Once approved, the boys were advised of rota, procedure, and setup. 
The following day, teachers from Doonfoot & Alloway Primaries were 
asking for routes and the scheduled timetable, as they wanted to     
advertise to encourage the pupils. 

Alloway was the first night. At every street corner (25), 3/5 families 
were out to see Santa. The Loaning Bus Terminal had crowds both sides 
of the road. 

From babies to toddlers, right up to 90-year-old grannies - everyone 
was delighted to see and be part of the Festive Spirit. 

After the first night, word spread like wildfire. Family cars appeared 
all along the routes, with toddlers, grannies, and grateful parents.  Yes, 
we covered the Parish. 

The word spread to Kilmarnock, Girvan, Dunure, Prestwick & Glasgow. 

Night one was dry, every other night we fought against the elements. 

A total of £2,325 was raised and this has been forwarded to our four 
nominated charities, (Autism Scotland, Brigade Appeal, Erskine Hospital 
& SeAscape "Gifts for kids"). 

The support of parents, staff, ex-members, and THE BOYS ensured a 
fabulous team spirt. 

The Officers and boys of the 1st Alloway Company, The Boys' Brigade 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Healthy Safe New Year. 
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Spring Sunflower Project 
 

 

What is the connection between a sunflower and a toilet roll?  You will 
have to read on for the answer. 

Sunflowers bring joy to many people with their large bright coloured 
heads that grow upwards towards the sun.  A happy talking point in any 
garden and always of great excitement to young children.  They are of 
benefit to wild birds and the subject of much scientific research, not 
to mention a few sermons! 

This year, to spread the happiness it is intended to have a springtime 
sunflower project.  Sunflower seedlings will be made available for 
planting.  The seeds will be grown in compostable cardboard pots     
allowing them to planted straight into the ground. 

Now we get to the question.  I am looking for your derders.  If like 
me, you had to look up the meaning of “derders” they are the        
cardboard inner tubes from toilet rolls.  I would be grateful if you 
could spare a handful of these.  They can be dropped off at the   
foodbank collection point on a Sunday between 10am and 2pm during 
January. 

Bill Duncan 

Request 

Sue Williams and Isabelle Bryce are continuing to make preserves in 
aid of the foodbank.  If you have any spare jam or marmalade jars, can 
you please drop them off at the foodbank collection point on a Sunday. 

Larger jars eg Hellman's are not suitable. 

Many thanks 
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 Parish Record 

Deadline for February Newsletter—Tuesday 26 January—12 noon 

Contributions should be sent to: 

allowaychurch.newsletter@gmail.com 

Please visit our website www.allowaychurch.org or our Facebook page 

“Of such is the kingdom of God “ 

 

13.12.20    Brodie Alexander Steele son of John and Susan Steele 

 

 

 

 “To have and to hold from this day forward “ 

 
 

 

 

 

"Blessed are they who die in the Lord”  

 

13.12.20  Henry Graham  Chalmers Road 

14.12.20  Hamish Swanson  Erskine Home 

16.12.20  Betty George  Windyhall Nursing Home 

 

15.12.20 Colin McNally Tracey O'Neil 

19.12.20 Euan Ferguson Rebecca Grant 
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