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Dear Friends  

For the church May is a surprisingly busy month! 

This month on Sunday 16 May the church celebrates the 
Ascension of Jesus. 

Jesus for his followers may have been out of sight but 
not out of mind! The disciples were encouraged to return 
to Jerusalem and continue in prayer and fellowship. Their 
patience was rewarded on Pentecost Sunday. 

Pentecost is the birthday of the church. The coming of 
God’s Spirit which led to the church being blessed and 
equipped to be on the move. Both of these events       
continue to inspire and guide our work today.  

This is the month also when we are pleased to promote 
the work of Christian Aid. 

Christian Aid’s work began in 1945, when it was founded 
by British and Irish churches to help refugees following 
the Second World War. 

Since then, it has provided humanitarian relief and     
long-term development support, while speaking out 
against injustice. 

Post pandemic there is a greater need for justice for all 
as we address the pandemic and the climate crisis which 
hits the poorest hardest. 

This year Bill Duncan, Rev David Hume and I are         
commissioners at the General Assembly of the Church of 
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Scotland. At this Assembly the impact of the pandemic on 
the church’s future planning will become more evident. 

However, in conclusion I must thank from the bottom of my 
heart the congregation and wider community for their   
generous support of the Kiltwalk for Christian Aid. 

We were blessed with a lovely morning on 24 April.        
Fortunately, it was not too breezy!!   

Given the additional support of 50% from the Tom Hunter 
Foundation, the total raised for Christian Aid was over 
£8,500. 

Can’t wait till next year! 

Keep safe.  

Every blessing  

Neil 
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A note from David… 
 

Dear Friends –  

Now that the Covid travel restrictions have been eased, and the  
weather is improving, I am really looking 
forward to getting out to sea on my kayak 
– though I understand that some folks 
thought I was joking when I previously 
referred to this pastime.  I think I will 
need to provide photographic evidence – 
keep an eye on future Newsletters! 

An essential part of kayaking is ensuring that you 
wear a buoyancy aid whenever you are out on the    
water – you never know when things can take a turn 
for the worse and you end up in trouble – life can 
move from moments of pleasure and enjoyment to  
experiences of fear, challenge and terror in an       
instant.  On such occasions, it is vital that you can rely 
on your buoyancy aid to keep you afloat. 

Is this not so true of life in general?  One moment everything can seem 
fine – life is good and we have no real worries or troubles, and then in 
an instant everything can change – perhaps through an accident,       
redundancy, illness, bereavement or other life changing event.        
Suddenly we are faced with circumstances that can be so difficult to 
cope with – circumstances that can be so challenging.  In such          
situations, we need a ‘buoyancy aid’, a ‘life preserver’ to keep us afloat 
in challenging times. 

As Christians, we have the best ‘buoyancy aid’ available – our faith, and 
the promise that God is with us in every circumstance of life – the good 
times and the challenging times.  In Matthew 28:20 we are reminded – 
“Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

This promise of God is highlighted in the lyrics of a lovely worship song 
– “In Every Circumstance Of Life”.  Available at: http://bit.ly/
APCInEveryCircumstanceOfLife. 
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In every circumstance of life,  

You are with me, glorious Father. 

And I have put my trust in You, 

that I may know the glorious hope 

to which I'm called. 

And by the power that works in me, 

You've raised me up and set me free; 

and now in every circumstance, 

I'll prove Your love without a doubt, 

Your joy shall be my strength, 

Your joy shall be my strength. 

 

(David Fellingham) 

 

If you are facing a challenging time at the moment, I pray that you will 
be aware of God’s presence, of his support and of his promise to be 
with you always.  If Rev. Neil or I can help in any way, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 

 

God bless, David. 

 

Rev. David Hume 
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Ascension Sunday 16 May 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days    
during which the Risen Christ appeared again and again to His          
disciples, following His death and resurrection. (Matthew 28; Mark 16; 
Luke 24; and John 20.) 

The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 
40 days. Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to 
Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and 
encouraged His disciples, and at last opened their eyes to all that the 
Scriptures had promised about the Messiah. Jesus also told them that 
as the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send them – to all 
corners of the earth, as His witnesses. 

Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on    
Ascension Day. Luke records the story with great poignancy: ‘When 
Jesus had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His 
hands – and blessed them.’ 

As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day 
completes it, with His return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act 
on earth was to bless His disciples. He and they had a bond as close as 
could be: they had just lived through three tumultuous years of public 
ministry and miracles – persecution and death – and resurrection!  Just 
as we part from our nearest and dearest by still looking at them with 
love and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was 
blessing them, He left them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50
-1) He was not forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom 
which would also be theirs one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
to your Father, to my God and your God…’  (John 20:17) 
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The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine 
being one of the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus 
and have Him look on you with love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: 
‘they worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And 
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.’    (Luke 24:52,53) 

No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one 
day!  ‘I am going to prepare a place for you… I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In 
the meantime, Jesus had work for them to do: to take the Gospel to 
every nation on earth. 
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Pentecost Sunday 23 May 
On that long ago first morning of Pentecost, Jerusalem was crowded 
with thousands of visitors, for it was one of the most popular         
feast-days in the Jewish calendar – the Feast of Firstfruits, looking 
forward to the wheat harvest. 

In one small room of that great city, a small group of people who had 
followed Jesus were praying.  There was nothing else for them to do: 
Jesus had died, He had risen, and He had ascended, promising to send 
them ‘a Comforter’. They were left alone, to wait at Jerusalem. And so, 
they waited – on Him, and for Him. They were not disappointed, for that 
morning the Holy Spirit fell upon that small room, and transformed 
those believers into the Church, Christ’s body here on earth. 

Pentecost was not the first time that the Holy Spirit came to the world 
– throughout the Old Testament there are stories telling of how God 
had guided people and given them strength. But now His Spirit would use 
a new instrument: not just isolated prophets, but the Church, His body 
on earth. 

Acts opens with the preaching of the gospel in Jerusalem, the centre of 
the Jewish nation. Within 30 years the Gospel had spread throughout 
the northern Mediterranean:  Syria, Turkey, Greece, Malta… to the very 
heart of the Roman Empire:  Rome. The Church was on the move – God 
was on the move! He was calling people from every nation to repent, turn 
to Jesus for forgiveness of their sins, and to follow Him. 
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Church of Scotland General Assembly 2021 

 

 

The Church of Scotland General Assembly for 2021 will be held online 
for a second year. It will open on Saturday 22 May with commissioners 
and other attendees joining together remotely from across Scotland 
and around the world. 

Plans are being made by Assembly Business Committee for this online 
Assembly, which will again be facilitated via Zoom and the "Assembly 
Hub". 

General Assembly will again be live streamed where those who are not 
commissioners can view the proceedings. 

Lord High Commissioner 

The Lord High Commissioner is the Sovereign's personal                  
representative to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 
The Lord High Commissioner's role is to maintain the relationship    
between the State and the Church. The appointee attends the General 
Assembly as an observer, makes an address, and reports to Her      
Majesty on its proceedings. The tradition of appointing a Lord High 
Commissioner began in the late 16th century. 

Her Majesty The Queen has appointed Prince William, The Duke of 
Cambridge and Earl of Strathearn, as the Lord High Commissioner to 
the 2021 General Assembly. His Royal Highness was supposed to serve 
in the role at the 2020 General Assembly, but this was cancelled due 
to COVID-19. 

Moderator of the General Assembly 2021 

An elder and former Deputy First Minister in the Scottish Executive 
will serve as the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland in 2021-22. 

The Rt Hon Lord Wallace of Tankerness QC (Jim Wallace) will begin 
his year-long role of ambassador for the Church of Scotland in May 
2021, succeeding the 2020-21 Moderator, Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair. 
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Rev Neil McNaught and Rev David Hume from Alloway Parish Church 
(a.k.a. Fran and Anna) completed their Kiltwalk on Saturday 24 April 
rising over £8,500 for Christian Aid. 

Rev Neil commented  

“We are hugely grateful to the congregation and friends who         
supported us so generously. 

We would like to the thank Sir Tom Hunter and the Hunter Foundation 
for topping up their generosity by 50%. 

Christian Aid does marvellous work among some of the world’s poorest 
and most deserving people. 

There is no better time to support such a vital organisation! 

Blessed with sunshine it took the two intrepid kilties just five hours 
to walk 10 miles. 

Fortunately for everyone it wasn’t too breezy! 
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Christian Aid 
  

Christian Aid week this year will be from 10 to 16 May. Current Covid 
restrictions do not allow us to do our usual door-to-door collection or 
have our annual coffee morning and book sale. 

However, the essential work of Christian Aid must be carried on 
throughout this pandemic and time of great climate change when need 
is even greater among the poorest nations of our world. 

Many may have already given their donation via Neil and David’s Kiltwalk 
but if you haven’t there is still time to give using Christian Aid          
envelopes. These are now available from the church vestibule after the 
service and at the Foodbank on Sundays from 10.00 am until 2.00 pm. 

Please fill in the gift aid slip if you are a taxpayer in order to gain the 
extra 25%. We will collect the envelopes from the box provided until 
the 23 May. 

Alternatively, you can donate direct to Christian Aid via their website. 

Although we can’t have the usual book stall, coffees etc again this year, 
we hope to boost our fundraising for Christian Aid by having a plant 
stall on Sunday 9 May during Foodbank drop off times. A range of    
perennials, summer bedding, and plants for baskets and containers will 
be available as well as some tomatoes, courgettes, etc 

There will also be a home produce stall with fruit loafs, bread, and   
preserves. So be sure to bring big bags and full purses for all the      
delicious bargains on offer and all in a good cause. 

We thank you for all your wonderful support in the past and look      
forward to another good year for Christian Aid. 

  

Thanks 

  

Helen Ness 

 



12 

Alloway Parish Church Newsletter—May 

PRESENTATION 
 

On Sunday, the 18 April, the Technical Corner said farewell to one of 
its valued members as Calum Cooke ‘logged off’. 

Calum first joined the ‘Naughty Corner’, (will they ever get rid of that 
nickname!), whilst in Primary 7. Under the tutelage of David and Irene 
Lewis, and latterly Tom Black, Calum soon mastered the sound desk 
and developed a special penchant for camera work. 

The skills he learnt have been put to good use both in the recent   
productions of Calamity Jane and Legally Blonde at Belmont Academy 
and at various shows in the Gaiety Theatre - before the days of 
COVID restrictions. 

His good humour, cheeky grin, (even hidden by a mask!) and his ‘can do’ 
attitude will be missed by us all. 

On behalf of the Church Rev McNaught presented Calum with an    
engraved trophy and a pen to thank him for his years of commitment. 

We wish him well in all his future endeavours but would like to remind 
him that we still have all his contact details! 
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Changes to Seating in the Sanctuary 
 

Restrictions on the number permitted to attend services in the Church 
have changed.  From the 26 April we are no longer limited to 50.  The 
Covid Committee have calculated that, allowing for 2-metre distancing, 
the capacity of the Church can be increased to 70. 

However, the seating arrangements have had to be altered to allow the 
increase.  Please be guided by the duty team when attending services. 
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Bandawe, Malawi Update 
Dear Friends      

                                                                                                                                                                                             
As I have previously reported, what is in prospect for our Partnership 
with BAGSS in 2021.     

After detailed discussions with Denis Kamata, Headmaster the dire 
shortage of toilet accommodation overall and the dilapidated state of 
existing freestanding loos which require replacement was selected. 

He sent me the design, a specification and bills of quantities. We   
received 2 tenders. I have accepted a quotation from Kasindi        
Construction of mkw 10651450 which is £9,812 (exchange rate of 
1086mkw at time of reporting). It is a standardised design used at 
Malawi schools which makes it a proven idea.  In the terms of our 
partnership, Denis has offered to contribute £3,700 to an             
approximate build cost of £10,000 (rounded up for exchange rate 
changes) At the present time we have sufficient funds to cover our 
contribution.       

Denis and I have agreed it is right the design be amended to include a 
disabled toilet as he recognises this need. This will also be able to be 
used by visiting males as it is entered separately, and self-contained 
under the same roof.     

REVISION (Disabled included) 
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I am delighted to report that the contractor started work on the      
project on 23 April.                                      

Murray Hutchison.        

(for the Mission Committee) 
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Boys Brigade 
On Good Friday 2 April 6.30pm, in glorious sunshine, on Cambusdoon 
Field Acting Staff Sergeants ran a Football competition. This was not 
just a sports event - but a catch up. Twenty-two boys turned up for 5   
a-side football.  

• 4 teams (one with 6) and an official scorer. 

• 3 staff watched and talked. 

• 6 parents walked their dogs and checked in. 

Future events: 

• Archery 

• Hike/Orienteering 

• Last year’s Queen’s Badge (10) presentation 

• Current years Queen’s Badge (5) presentation 

• Canoe Group 

 

Ground squad needed for tidying Combat Stress - details to follow - 8 
already volunteered. 

Full Friday night activities are not expected to resume till August/
Sept. 

A Camp to Lochranza, Arran is being looked at for Aug/Sept – details 
to follow. 

Some of the lads have competed in online brigade activities. Ross and 
Gregor were well placed in the Murder Mystery Competition, final     
result of which is still awaited.  

New Recruits 

Of the 22 attending all bar 2 are NCOs and have paid their              
subscription till August. (plus 6 non-attenders) 

Any other boy wishing to either re-join or enlist will be charged a £20 
fee (goes to Brigade fees/insurance) 
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Indications are that around 10 younger boys are keen to join the    
Company. 

While uniform is not expected to be worn again this session – Company 
t-shirts/football tops are classed as UNIFORM. 

Junior Section 

With the retiral of our long serving junior section staff and the     
section stood down this age group has been in limbo. 

Our thanks to Graeme, Valerie, Lesley and Donna who between them 
have 50 years’ service. 

We are delighted to announce the Appointment of Lt. Rory McQueen, 
as Officer in Charge. 

Lt McQueen, a trained officer/Queens’s man will be assisted by 2 
Warrant Officers and a couple of new helpers. 

 

Stewart Robertson 

Captain, 1st Alloway Company 
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 Parish Record 

Deadline for June Newsletter—Tuesday 25 May—12 noon 

Contributions should be sent to: 

allowaychurch.newsletter@gmail.com 

Please visit our website www.allowaychurch.org or our Facebook page 

 

 

 

 

"Blessed are they who die in the Lord” 

 

  

24.3.21 Alistair Black Windward Park 

20.4.21 Elma Stevenson Baird Road 
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