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Letter from the Manse

Dear Parishioner,

2018 is a year of anniversaries. 1918 marked the
end of the Great War; the war to end all wars. De-
spite the enormous sacrifice, our world remains a
troubled and restless place with so many young
lives continuing to be needlessly lost in conflict.

2018 is also the Year of Young People. I have to concede that there are
often more “recycled teenagers” at our morning services than actual
ones. However, through the Scout, Guide, Boys’ Brigade and non uni-
formed organisations, the church helps to instil in our wonderful
young people qualities such as faith, team work and self confidence.

Similarly, through our employment of a part time youth worker and a
schools worker, we seek to develop and nurture good relations with the
two local Alloway and Doonfoot Primary Schools.

In Signpost 2018, you will read that staff from both these schools
joined our trip to Bandawe, Malawi and so helped to deepen our mu-
tual friendship and understanding of the people there.

In Bandawe, we discovered that, although the people are materially
very poor, spiritually they are very rich and their joyous and sponta-
neous smiles suggest that they have much to teach us.

I thank everyone who helped raise over £10,000 in Christian Aid Week
2018. Jesus said that it was more blessed to give than to receive.

Finally, we trust that you will receive Signpost 2018 with the best
wishes and compliments from your local Parish Church. You can be
assured of a warm welcome to our Sanctuary at any time of year.

May God bless you all.

Rev. Neil McNaught         August 2018
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Our Trainee Minister

I am delighted that my second placement as a candidate in
training for Ordained Local Ministry is to be at Alloway Parish

Church. This is a good opportunity for me and I know that I will
learn much during my time with you. I join you in September and I
look forward to meeting you, talking with and getting to know you.

I live in Kilmarnock with my wife
Karlyn; we have three grown up
children and two granddaughters.
Karlyn and I are members of St.
Kentigern’s Church in Kilmarnock
where we have had an active
involvement in children’s ministry for
many years. I was ordained as an Elder
in 1995.

I was educated at Kilmarnock Academy, Paisley College of
Technology, now the University of the West of Scotland, the Uni-
versity of Strathclyde and the University of Glasgow.

I am a lecturer ‘to trade’ in Employment Law and Human Re-
source Management but I am currently employed as Head of
Department and Dean of the Ayr Campus with the Scottish Rural
College. I am studying theology on a part-time basis with Highland
Theological College and will complete this course in December. I do
not have too much time for hobbies, but I love to travel, go to the
theatre and try my hand at cooking.

I look forward to a busy year with you and I hope to visit as
many organisations, and attend as many events as possible and, of
course, I will enjoy assisting Neil with pastoral matters and leading
worship.

God bless you.

David Hume
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Our Church Officers
(2018 - 2019)

Minister    Rev Neil McNaught   01292 441252
The Manse 1a Park View
Alloway
KA7 4QC

Session Clerks   Eric & Helen Ness   01292 443800
3 Barnford Crescent
Alloway
KA7 4UP

Clerk to the   Mr Ian Stewart     01292 443951
Congregational   18 Newark Crescent
Board     Doonfoot

KA7 4JD

Treasurer    Mr Alex Lamont   01292 445293
Nether Auchendrane House
Alloway
KA7 4EE

Church Secretary   Mrs Sheila Murray   01292 442083
       12 Mount Charles Crescent
       Alloway

KA7 4NY

Halls Convener  Mrs Jean Kerr    01292 441899
35 Marle Park
Alloway
KA7 4RN

Alloway Parish Church Of Scotland No 100538
Scottish Registered Charity No SC 012456
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Robert Shankland
(10th October 1887 - 20th January 1968)

As we approach the one hundredth anniversary of Armistice
Day, the story of what we know about Robert Shankland

provides a truly humbling and awe inspiring insight into the
generation of men who served in the First World War.

Robert was born on the 10th of October 1887 at 6, Gordon
Terrace, St Quivox, Ayr to William, a railway foreman from
Durisdeer, Dumfrieshire and to his wife Jane from Old Cumnock.
By 1911, William and Robert were both working for the railways
and Robert’s elder sister Jane was employed as a clerkess. In that
year, Robert emigrated to Canada with a friend, took up residence
in Pine Street, Winnipeg where they found work together, Robert as
a clerk, at the Crescent Creamery Company Ltd.

When war was declared in Europe, Robert joined the Canadian
Overseas Expeditionary Force in December 1914. He was sent to
France as a member of the 43rd Battalion, Cameron Highlanders
where he quickly rose from Private to Regimental Sergeant Major.
In June 1916 he earned the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his
actions at Sanctuary Wood on the Somme. His citation read:

‘London Gazette, 19 August 1916, 420933 Company Sergeant Major
Robert Shankland, Canadian Infantry.

For conspicuous gallantry for volunteering to lead a party of stretcher-
bearers, under very heavy shell fire, and bringing in some wounded and
partially burned men. His courage and devotion were most marked.’

In the autumn of 1916 he was commissioned as a Lieutenant
and it was in that rank that he earned the Victoria Cross - one of
only 628 awarded in the First World War. These were his actions:

 ‘London Gazette, 18 December 1917, Passchendaele, Belgium, 26
October 1917, Lieutenant Robert Shankland DCM, 43rd Bn., Manitoba
Regiment, Canadian Expeditionary Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and resource in action under critical and
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adverse conditions (Passchendaele, Belgium). Having gained a position he
rallied the remnant of his own platoon and men of other companies,
disposed them to command the ground in front, and inflicted heavy
casualties upon the retreating enemy.

Later, he dispersed a counter-attack, thus enabling support troops to
come up unmolested. He then personally communicated to Battalion
Headquarters an accurate and valuable report as to the position on the
Brigade frontage, and after doing so rejoined his command and carried on

until relieved.

His courage and splendid example inspired all
ranks and coupled with his great gallantry and
skill undoubtedly saved a very critical situation.’

A note in Robert’s casualty record shows that
he was wounded on the 26th October 1917,
but stayed on duty. Then on the 13th
November of the same year he was admitted
to the 1st British Red Cross Hospital at Le
Touquet, France, with slight wounds to the
head and neck. Upon leaving service on the

25th February 1919 his medical notes recorded:
‘...a scar on his back from a gunshot wound received in October 1917 and
scars on his head and neck and from wounds received in November 1917.’

Robert returned to Canada in March 1919. Pine Street in
Winnipeg was renamed Valour Road in honour of Robert and two
other Victoria Cross recipients from the same area. Back in civilian
life, he often returned to Scotland where, in 1920, he married Annie
Haining the daughter of the Station Master at Prestwick. They
returned to live in Canada where they were blessed with two sons
William and David.

When the Second World War broke out, Robert again joined
the Services. Deemed too old for active service, he was sent to the
Canadian Army Headquarters in England. Robert eventually
retired to Vancouver, where he died in 1968 aged 80 years.

Robert With HM King
George V & HM Queen Mary
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On the 25th May 2009, the Victoria Cross and campaign medals
awarded to Lieutenant Colonel Robert Shankland were sold to the
Canadian War Museum in Ottowa at a Bonhams of Toronto auction
for a hammer price of CAN$ 240,000 (£135,000).

In 2017, South Ayrshire Council appealed for any relatives of
Robert to come forward to be present at the unveiling of a plaque in
Robert’s honour in the grounds of Rozelle Estate. His grand-

daughter Janet Shankland-Huggins contacted the council after
seeing an online article and provided an insight into the man
behind the Victoria Cross. As recorded by the BBC:

’Ms Shankland-Huggins said the family "has always been and will
always be very proud" of his achievements. She said: "Robert Shankland is
a Canadian and a Scottish war hero and it is quite an honour for his home
town to share and remember him with the laying of this commemorative
stone. Years after his passing, when my brother, sister and I were a little
older, Robert's son, my father David, and Uncle William would tell us
about our grandfather's history, his town of  Ayr, and his medals and the
stories about him. She added: "This is when we learned to understand the
importance of what he achieved in World War One. Being awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal in the Battle of the Somme and the Victoria
Cross in the Battle of Passchendaele. We could not be any prouder."

Robert Shankland never saw himself as any kind of  hero.
Perhaps we could quite simply say that he came from an entire
generation of heroes. We will remember them.

Mrs Hazel Hoyle

Robert’s Decorations & Campaign Medals
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Whiteleys Retreat

With the closure of the Malcolm Sargent
House in Prestwick in 2016, a group of

volunteers set out to ensure that Ayrshire
would continue to have a much-needed

respite for children and young people with cancer and life altering
illnesses.

After looking at numerous options for a retreat location,
Whiteleys Farm was found and in March of this year work started on
renovating the cottages and surrounding land.

Over the coming months, the farm and its 30 acres will be
converted into Whiteleys Retreat which will welcome children, young
people and their families affected by cancer and life altering illnesses.

Initially, there will be two high quality, 5 star, assisted catering
cottages where families can enjoy therapeutic short breaks including
animal, art, environmental, holistic, music and recreational therapies.

These amenities will be developed to include other features such
as a Sensory Play Barn, outdoor recreational areas, woodland pathed
walks to the River Doon and
ultimately a Centre of
Excellence in the field of
caring for children and young
people with cancer and life
altering illness.  The Retreat
will also offer a Young
Shoulders Programme,
Bereavement Breaks and
week-long breaks throughout
the year for siblings and
carers.

When a child or young person is diagnosed with cancer or a life
altering illness, family life changes for ever. In addition to the often

Whiteleys Farm - Our New Home
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painful and invasive treatment, there are many other issues that may
arise. These include anxiety, depression, isolation, loneliness, social
exclusion and often financial hardship for the entire family.

The charity will work with other local and national charities and
hospitals to develop early intervention/prevention programmes so
that they can become an increasingly effective part of a much needed
network of help for families.

Whiteleys Retreat has been been overwhelmed by the support
that its charitable work has already received from so many local
businesses, community
groups and individuals.
Help has been offered in
the form of materials for
the renovation of the
cottages and surrounding
area, services such as
painting, roofing and,
most generously, the
giving of individuals’
personal time.

People who assist the retreat often give a few hours, a day or even
a whole weekend to volunteer in the garden areas. Indeed, Whiteleys
Retreat saw volunteer painters, decorators, plasterers, plumbers,
electricians work tirelessly to help turn the farm into a unique retreat.

The charity also has amazing support in the form of volunteers
who are all passionate about fundraising and organising events for
the charity such as an Annual Ladies Lunch, bag packing and for the
very brave a Boxing Day Dip!

Maxine Allan (CEO, volunteer and trustee) adds: “We are
extremely lucky to have the support of local people and the fact that
individuals have supported our fundraising events or have organised
their own events is awe inspiring”.

Some Of Our Helpers - What A Team!
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Whiteleys Retreat constantly needs to raise funds and has to rely upon
local people to volunteer for fundraising which is so rewarding
whatever your age and especially for such a cause.

Please support Whiteleys Retreat by contacting us at
info@whiteleysretreat.com or by visiting our Facebook page ‘Whiteleys
Retreat’ where you will see the work going on on your very doorstep.

Whiteleys Retreat
Registered Scottish Charity No 47040

Have Faith

In the above, prayers are being said for 12 Thai school boys and their
football coach who, in June 2018, had become hopelessly trapped deep

inside the dark, fetid, porous, monsoon-stricken, perilously flooded Tham
Luang Caves in Thailand.

Five days after this image as taken, after these prayers had been said,
before the eyes of an incredulous, disbelieving world, an elite international
rescue team had brilliantly and miraculously delivered every one of them
to safety. This with the loss of the life of courageous rescuer Saman Gunan.

“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

Publicity Committee
    Alloway Parish Church
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Walk Around Burns’ Alloway

New residents of Alloway and indeed many who have lived in
the village for some years, may not be aware of the rich history

that surrounds us here. So, let’s find out a little bit more about it.

Firstly, visit Rozelle House, built in the style of Robert Adam and
finished by 1760. View Goudie’s paintings of Tam o'Shanter before
enjoying coffee in the tearoom. In 1968 the House, with sadly little of
its historic interior remaining, was gifted to the Royal Burgh of Ayr
and was established as the local authority Museum and Art Gallery.

Leave the estate by the west gate, turn right and, just opposite
Longlands Park, turn left through the fence into Bellisle Park. In
about 60 yards, clear of the trees, turn left again towards the 15th tee.
Before reaching it you will pass over the modernised stockbridge
over the Slaphouse Burn – previously the Curtecan.

On Timothy Pont's 17th century map there are no fewer than
three bridges over the Curtecan, one high up, one near Slaphouse
and one at the Bridge House on Doonfoot Road near the entrance to
Belleisle Park. The bridge taken by Tam O’Shanter on his road home
from Ayr to Alloway was a stockbridge and is referred to in
documents relating to the auction of Alloway lands in 1754.

The Ayr Town Council Minutes of June 7th 1756 record payment
to a Mr John Donald for building a bridge over the Slaphouse burn.
On June 29th 1757, they further note that a Mr John McClure claimed
that, to build the bridge, the magistrates and Council of Ayr made a
road through his grass and corn in the summer of 1755 and that 'He
wants thirty pounds Scots (fifty shillings sterling) in compensation
and is to be paid twenty". Some town councils just never change.

Walk on with the side of the wood to your left, cross the path to
Belleisle House, and on to about the middle of the 11th fairway.
Some 130 yards from the pathway you will see, low down, a stone
which lies about where, in the ballad of Tam O’Shanter, 'Drunken
Charlie brak's neck bane".
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Carry on to the village and enjoy another coffee in ‘Poet’s Corner’.
Opposite is Burns' Cottage where Scotland’s National Bard was
born on 25th January 1759 to William and Agnes Burnes(s).
Robert’s baptism was conducted the next day by William
Dalrymple, the Ayr Auld Kirk minister, recorded by session clerk
David Tennant and witnessed by John Tennant and James Young. A
few days later, the roof of the cottage was blown in so mother
Agnes and baby Robert were taken to a neighbour’s house.

The Burnes family left it in 1766 for Mount Oliphant farm about
2 miles to the south but they could not sell the cottage until 1781
when the Incorporation of Shoemakers bought it. It became a public
house until 1881 when it was sold to the Burns Monument Trustees
who passed it on to the National Trust for Scotland. As for his
name, Robert signed himself as Robert Burness up until March
1786, when he adopted the more common Ayrshire name of  Burns.

Across the road in the Village Hall, there is
marvelous plaster work by Charles d'O
Pilkington Jackson and the small bronze of
Burns by Pittendreigh McGillivray. The hall
began life in 1849 as the village school and was
enlarged in 1885. It was gifted as a public hall
in 1922 and substantially reconstructed in 1929-
30 under the Scottish architect Sir Robert
Lorrimer. Look out for the plaster panels in the
barrel ceiling of the large main hall which
show scenes from some of Burns' poems.

Moving on to Greenfield Avenue, just past the gateway into the
Burns Cottage car park, you will see in the field on the right the top
of an old well which would have been part of  the cottage gardens
created by Robert’s father William Burnes. Originally, there was an
old road coming from Ayr's Sandgate along the coast towards the
river Doon and then north towards the Auld Brig and to Maybole.
Greenfield Avenue was made up by William and the Town Council

The Burns Bronze
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Minutes of 7 June, 1756 record a payment to him for twelve pounds
ten shillings sterling, an instalment of the contract price of £50.

Go down Greenfield Avenue, find Cairn Crescent and a little way
round you can see a Cairn on the left. Reports
suggest that the original 12-metre diameter
cairn "where hunters found the murdered
bairn” could be seen in Cambusdoon Estate in
1959 and that it was marked by a huge ash
tree and an iron railing. The cairn was moved
by developers to its current site in 1963 using
stones from the original. The bronze plaque
mounted on the front of this 4 foot high
edifice reads: "And through the whins and by
the Cairn" to perpetuate that eventful journey
of Tam to Auld Alloway Kirk.

Auld Alloway Kirk itself, built in the 16th century (1516 above the
door), was used as a place of worship until 1740 and then as a school
until 1752 before it fell into disrepair. The Kirk is thought to have been
dedicated to St Mungo which is why we have Mungo’s Well about 100
metres west of the Kirk.

As you go up the steps to the Kirk, you see Burns’ father’s
gravestone. Here is buried: William Burns, died 13 Feb 1784, aged 63
(should be spelled Burnes as he did not change his surname like his
sons did). Also commemorated is Agnes Brown, spouse, died 14
January 1820 (should be Broun as pronounced in Ayrshire to this day).
Look at the back of the stone and read a beautiful epitaph written by
Burns of his parents. From markings on other gravestones, it appears
that the old graveyard was in use well into the 19th century.

Across the road is the ‘new’ Alloway Parish Church which was
built in 1858 by James Baird of Cambusdoon. This was in spite of
strident objections by locals and the Burns Federation who claimed
that it would spoil the view of the adjacent Burns Monument. The
Church was extended in 1890 and the result is an individual Gothic

The Cairn In Cairn Crescent
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Church of character. All of the windows in the Church and in the porch
have very high quality stained glass windows and are described in
detail in Dr J. Walter McGinty’s book “Through A Glass Brightly”.

Mungo’s Well, where 'Mungo's mither hang'd hersel', is accessed
across the road and through the old railway tunnel. To the east of the
tunnel lay Alloway Railway Station’s island platform on the Maidens
and Dunure Light Railway line, part of the Glasgow and South Western
Railway, opened in May 1906, chiefly to serve the resort at Turnberry.
Mungo’s Well is on the right hand side as you exit the tunnel behind a
wall, iron railings, barbed wire and a wooden fence.

Burns Monument, 70 feet high, sits
inside the Burns Monument Memorial
Gardens. It was designed in a Greek
revival style by Edinburgh architect
Thomas Hamilton and dedicated in
1823. The triangular base represents the
regions of Ayrshire: Cunningham,
Carrick and Kyle, while the circular
temple with 9 Corinthian columns
represents the 9 muses, those goddesses
who presided over the arts and
sciences:  Calliope - Epic Poetry; Clio -
History; Erato - Erotic Poetry; Euterpe -
Lyric Poetry; Melpomene - Tragedy;
Polyhymnia - Sacred Song; Terpsichore - Dancing; Thalia - Comedy;
Urania - Astronomy.  All close to Burns’ heart!

Outside the gardens is the 15th century Brig o’Doon.  Enjoy the
views. Upstream is Dutch Mill; downstream is the hotel and gardens,
the road bridge and beyond that the old railway bridge. Enjoy a final
coffee in the Brig O’ Doon Hotel which was opened in 1827 to
accommodate and refresh visitors to the Burns’ Monument.

This just scratches the surface of our local history. How fortunate
we all are to live in such an interesting and beautiful village.

John Skilling

Restoration At Last
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For Whom the Bell Tolls

Our church bell is once again welcoming us to church after a long
6 months of silence. The job of arranging repair of the bell fell to

the Church Property Committee and I thought that the congregation
would be interested in hearing how the task was progressed.

The bell is operated by an electronic control unit located just
inside the front entrance of the church and this operates a striker or
hammer up at the bell itself. We had hoped that the electronic control
unit was the cause of the breakdown as this would have meant its
repair or replacement would have avoided the need to gain access to
the bell. Unfortunately, initial investigations ruled this out and
pointed to a problem with the striker. Access to the bell would
therefore be required and this could only be achieved with the
erection of expensive scaffolding.

Coincidentally, we had already
investigated the cost of scaffolding for
checking the condition of the metal cross
which is mounted above the bell at the
highest point of the roof structure. To
address this issue and to inspect and
carry out any required stonework
repairs, the Congregational Board agreed
to allocate funds for the erection of
scaffolding in April/May 2018. So, in
some respects, it was opportune that the
bell broke down when it did!

Scaffolding was duly erected at the beginning of April and after
inspection it was found that the bell striker was indeed damaged
beyond repair. A specialist company, the Cumbria Clock Co, agreed
to manufacture and install a new striker and this was successfully
carried out in early May. Unfortunately, the electronic control unit
was also found to be defective after all and a new one had to be
fitted.

It’s A Long Way Up There!
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Interestingly, the bell was found to bear the markings: 'John C.
Wilson Foundry Glasgow 1861 No 754' and investigations revealed
that it was cast by the Gorbals Brass & Bell Foundry located at the
corner of Portugal Street and Bedford Lane in the Gorbals.

The Foundry was owned and operated by John Wilson from
1838 to 1928 when it went into liquidation. Foundry records show
bells going to various parts of the world including the West Indies,
Canada, Africa, India, Australia and New Zealand. Our bell, ref no
754, with a 26'' diameter was completed on 5th November 1861 on
behalf of a Campbell Douglas for Alloway Parish Church, Ayr.

In addition to completing the bell repairs, I was pleased to
confirm that the metal cross was found to be structurally sound
subject to the base stone being repinned. Repairs were also carried
out to other sections of defective stonework.

All of this work which turned out to be more complex than was
anticipated was subject to a very tight deadline - removal of the
scaffolding by the next scheduled wedding date.

I was very relieved to report to the Congregational Board that
the scaffolding had been removed on 11th May in ample time for
the wedding - the next day!

 Philip Gay
     Property Convener

The Oldest Are The Best

A Church of Scotland Minister, a Roman Catholic Priest and a Rabbi
walked into a pub together. The barman took one look at them and

asked: “Is this some kind of joke?”.

We would like to thank all our advertisers most sincerely for helping
us to defray the cost of publishing this magazine. If you use any of
their services, please let them know where you saw their details.
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Recognise This?

Who will take Grandma? Who will it be?
All of us want her I’m sure you’ll agree.

Let’s call a meeting, let’s gather the clan.
Let’s get it settled as soon as we can.

In such a big family there is bound to be one.
To give dear old Grandma her place in the sun.
Strange how we thought she’d never wear out,
But see how she walks,
It’s Father Time there’s no doubt.

Her eyesight is fading, her memory’s dim,
She’s apt to insist on the slightest whim.
When people grow old they become such a care,
She must have a home, the question is where?

Remember the days when she used to be spry?
Baked us all scones and made such good pie,
Helped us with homework and mended our seams,
Kissed away troubles and tended our dreams.

She thinks of her years, so few gone so fast,
Accepts God’s will that nothing can last.
With her family around her, her heart always swells,
For inside her frail body a young mother still dwells.

Wonderful Grandma, we all love her so!
Isn’t it awful she’s no place to go?
One little corner is all she would need,
A shoulder to lean on, her Bible to read.

A chair by the window with sun coming through.
Some pretty spring flowers still fragrant with dew.
Who’ll warm her with love so she won’t feel the cold?
Oh, who will take Grandma now that she’s old?

Ada Christie
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Silver Wolf Award

The Scout Association’s annual St George’s
Day Awards at Windsor Castle saw the

Silver Wolf being awarded this year to George
Ling, “In recognition of service of the most
exceptional nature over many years, the Silver
Wolf is the unrestricted gift of the Chief Scout”.

George, an Alloway resident, has been
involved in Scouting at all levels for 45 years.
George’s earlier uniformed service was with the Scout and Venture
Scout sections at Group level, then Area level as Assistant Area
Commissioner (Venture Scouts) in Ayrshire.

In recent years his principal focus has been in administration
and support roles. As Regional Secretary in South West Region
(Scotland), George was much involved in the regional restructuring

process and with the successful merger of the
former areas of Ayrshire, Dumfriesshire and
Galloway.

His professional approach and efficient
organisational skills ensure the smooth-
running of the Regional Executive and its
various functions, while the Regional
Appointments Committee positively benefits
from George’s wide Scouting knowledge and
experience.

George is extremely active in the
management of the Regional campsite at

Culzean Country Park, working closely with the National Trust for
Scotland to develop and improve the facility for long term use,
having been involved since its creation in 1985. George continues to
serve Scouting with dedication and commitment and is a worthy
and deserving recipient of the movement’s highest award.

Sandra Low

Silver Wolf Award

George With Bear Grylls



| Alloway Parish Church

Techno Crunch

We all have various items of technology in our homes and work
places. Alloway Parish Church is no exception and so, for many

years, we have deployed in the Church a range of audio-visual
equipment to enhance the delivery of worship.

However, technology always needs regular upgrading and
replacement and so there have been a number of investments in this
area that Alloway Parish Church has made in the last year.

The biggest item has been a 3-metre wide tensioned screen, which
drops down from its concealed location behind a timber roof beam and
hangs in mid-air at the front of the seated area. Images of our services -
hymns, readings, baptisms, sermons, musical and choral renditions -
are projected onto the screen by a powerful Panasonic projector
discretely positioned in the roof timbers.

Further coverage s provided by two 49-inch high- definition TV
screens positioned on transept walls; screens which enable those in the
pulpit and chancel/choir area to see the same images.

Good sound is fundamental to
the effect that the new technology
has on the congregation. So we have
also replaced six old loud speakers
with more modern, upgraded
equipment that receive their signals
from a variety of fixed microphones
and clip-on, wireless microphones.

All of the sound and visual
images are controlled by a reconstructed
master desk (pictured) which is located in the corner of the south
transept. The equipment there can also feed in video clips and music. It
also offers the potential for future web casting - something that is being
considered as a possible mission outreach from Alloway Parish Church
to the wider community.

Donald Kemp

Houston Control
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Ayr Farming Support

Farmers? Tough, independent, proud, outdoor, family centred,
nature loving?  Yes, but human too and so deserving of

pastoral support. That is why it has been such a great privilege for
me to be working as a Farming Minister for the Ayr Presbytery.

My name is Chris Blackshaw. I was born and brought up on a
Derbyshire hill farm. I retired from the Derbyshire Police in 2011
after nearly 34 years service. I then trained in the ministry and
obtained a degree in theology. I spent the last four years in
Cumbria as minister to four churches and the last two years as
part time agricultural chaplain for Cumbria.

First, it is difficult to believe that I have been Farming Minister
for Ayr Presbytery now for 9 months. The work of carrying out
my pastoral visiting ministry has enabled me to show members of
the farming community that the Church cares for them. It became
apparent to me that many farmers face a variety of challenges and
difficulties. Some are financial and others more personal, often
centred around isolation or health issues that concern themselves
or their families.

One example of the things that we do is a programme that we
set up with the help of the NHS to carry out health checks on
farmers while they are visiting the market. The response to this
has been a steady flow of farmers voluntarily making their way to
have their blood pressure and other vital signs checked. The first
time this was carried out a number of farmers were surprised to
discover that they had high blood pressure and had to be given
advice to visit their GP.  Potentially this could have saved lives, so
it has definitely been a very worthwhile initiative.

Recently, I was very pleased to have been granted permission
to hold, on 18th and 25th July, a farm walk about and an act of
worship at Dumfries House. This gave me the opportunity to look
around the Home Farm there where many animals are looked
after. Some of these are among the rarest in the country and some
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are even on the endangered list. Amongst the rarest are Vaynol
cattle with only 12 breeding females in the world; little did we know
that Dumfries House has some of them.

Farmers are now getting to know me and to trust me as
evidenced by the increasing frequency of their contact and pleas for
help. It seems that the biblical euphemism of toiling alone in the
fields is as true today as it was in Jesus’ time. I have supported some
farmers through referral to the Royal Scottish Agricultural
Benevolent Institution who have provided support financially or
through a business advisor.

Although I do not have a specific remit to lead worship, I have
occasionally taken services at rural churches, which I have always
enjoyed. This enables farmers to see me as a minister of the Church
as well as the one of Christ that they always see at the market.

I plan to celebrate harvest thanksgiving on a farm, subject to a
suitable one being found, and to hold a Chistmas Carol service at the
market as this proved popular last year.

Meanwhile, I continue to visit and introduce myself to farmers
around Ayr. I have been made to feel so welcome. I also go to events
where farmers gather, such as vintage tractor rallies, markets, young
farmers’ events, shows and major livestock events. For it is in all of
these places where people share their life stories with me; where
they open up their hearts as they speak about loss, bereavement and
any worries that they may have.

But the most wonderful thing I find, with a majority of farmers,
is they have a faith or spirituality of some sort. In some cases my
presence has rekindled their faith and they have returned to church.

So I say Praise God that He is using me to reach out to these
people who, day in and day out, work hard to put the food on our
tables that we so often take for granted.

Rev. Chris Blackshaw
Minister To The Farming Community
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Return To Malawi 2018

For over ten years, Alloway Parish Church has led a successful
partnership with a girls secondary school in Malawi. Very few

girls in that country continue into secondary education because it is
fee paying. If their brothers are lucky, they will have a paid place at
secondary school but some 80% of Malawians subsist on a meagre
income and cannot afford such a luxury for their children.

Over these ten years, Alloway Parish Church has paid school
fees, built hostel accommodation, a dining hall and kitchen, bought
mosquito nets for each girl, provided ‘rocket stoves’ - a safe and
efficient way for the schools cooks to cook a daily meal - and
installed a water retention project saving the school thousands of
pounds in annual water charges.

The exciting news is our return trip to Malawi that took place
from 3rd to 18th July 2018. A team of twenty, comprising members
from Alloway Parish Church and teachers from Alloway and

Doonfoot Primary Schools,
set off on the two-week
mission to our partner
schools in the rural districts
of northern Malawi.

As well as thirteen visits to
local partners, including a
small hospital, clinic, orphan
care centre, school for the
hearing impaired, HIV/Aids
project, Girls not Brides and

the partner nursery of Alloway
and Doonfoot called Chanawaka, the team worked on the
traditional mission station with both teachers and pupils.

The seven teachers from our schools helped to develop the skills
of the teachers at Bandawe Primary School and Bandawe All Girls
Secondary School. This by giving up over two weeks of their own

Ready to go - Team Malawi 2018
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annual holiday. What better investment than this could anyone
ever make in our partner schools? Their presence and input will
benefit teachers and pupils for years to come and change the lives
of many more!

Before we left, Bandawe had sent a list of their development
needs: teaching maths in a more exciting way, science as this is
taught as a history, games and sports and, importantly, ways of
controlling classrooms without resorting to corporal punishment.
With their patient input, our  teachers managed to satisfy all of
these needs - what a legacy to leave behind in Bandawe!

The District Education Officer there, Mr Benford Mwakayuni
said: “We pray that our teachers learn the skills of control without
using the stick. This is
common practice in
Malawi. If the
Bandawe teachers are
successful in this, we
will look to have
them share their
learning with other
local schools here.”

The members of the
church team looked
after the children with games, sports, crafts and Bible study.
Activities were simply referred to as Bible study as parents might
otherwise have kept their children at home working in the fields
or looking after siblings. The team also prepared and served each
child with a daily lunch that comprised rice, meat, chicken,
nseema and eggs.

To give the children here an appreciation of life for their
friends in Malawi, the Youth and Children’s Worker at Alloway
Parish Church planned a holiday club here for the end of the
summer school holidays, using the same material we had in

Teaching kids Malawi style - and who needs a big stick?
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Malawi – the story of Joseph, The Pyramid Rock. The team also
brought back videos of the children in Malawi singing the songs,
and we used these in church with our own children singing along!

Next door to the girls school is a primary school which has
established an equally successful partnership with Alloway and
Doonfoot Primary Schools. Worried about class sizes? In the
Malawi primary school, there are 9 teachers who have 1119 pupils.
During lessons, there are many more at the windows listening in on
what the teachers are saying. Evidence that children in Malawi
recognise education as the key to escaping their poverty.

Pupils from Alloway and Doonfoot have raised funds for and
have  supported their counterparts in Malawi with a number of
initiatives. They have also written about what they have achieved
this year in the article which follows this one.

As for the grown-ups’ 2018 mission, on behalf of all of us, we
would like to thank everyone
who helped to make it such a
success, particularly all of
those who supported the
fundraising efforts of the
church and the two schools.
Monies raised were given at
visits to organisations, paid
for games equipment, craft
materials and daily food for
the children.

This really was a unique and life-changing experience for the
whole team as the three local partners pulled together, and for the
community of Alloway and Doonfoot, as we helped to change the
lives of pupils living in poverty in one of the poorest countries in
the world.

Julie Griffiths
Church Family and Schools Worker

Our World Cup team - Malawi & Scotland
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Our Partnership With Bandawe

At Alloway Primary School, we are very proud of the
partnership that we have with Bandawe. For the last two years

we have celebrated this link by holding a Malawi week.

This year we had a Malawi Fayre with different stalls that
included a Malawi quiz, bottle music, beat the goalie, guess how
many maltesers are in the jar and Malawi colouring in. Every class
spent time at the Fayre and we all wore Malawi coloured clothing.
Each child brought in two pounds each to raise money for the
teachers’ trip in July.

During Malawi week, each stage also got a different subject to
discuss. Primary 6 learned about poverty and how people in Malawi
don’t have as much as we do. Elita’s story was shared with us and
we learned about a lady who learned new farming techniques to
improve her job.

We also organised a competition in the school to design t–shirts
that were worn by the adults during their trip to Malawi. Before the
teachers returned to Scotland, they gave the Bandawe teachers the
t–shirts for them to keep. Our nursery also drew pictures on the
tops. They drew very colourful self-portraits! After that they wrote
their names on them. The tops will go to the children in Bandawe.

Although we have a Malawi focussed week, this year we have
been thinking about our partners every single day as, during the
summer holidays, three teachers from our school were among the
party that travelled to Bandawe with Alloway Parish Church.

This trip was very expensive so we had to raise a lot of money.
The Rights Respecting Schools committee organised a ceilidh in
February. It was great fun and raised so much money. Lots of
people noticed our public posters and decided to come. The band
was great and everyone had a fun time dancing.

For another fundraising project, we organised a sponsored
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Malawi walk in April. We sang songs, held up letters that spelled
“Malawi” and cheered a lot. While we walked, we carried buckets of
water to know how it feels for many families carrying water in Malawi
for huge distances. It was a lot of fun! Lastly, Jodie and Abi in P6C
baked cakes and treats and sold them at break time. They raised £95!

The girls also came up with an amazing idea about how their
money should be spent. Not every child in Malawi has the right to the
best health care possible and the right to a safe and clean environment
(Article 24, United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child). So,
we found a company in Malawi who make sustainable sanitary
products for girls. We then raised enough money to get all 440 girls in
Bandawe Girls Secondary School their own pack of products and a
lesson from the company in how to use and clean them!  We are so
proud of the girls for coming up with this idea and we cannot wait to
hear all about the trip when we return to school in  August.

Lucy Allison, Ella Lindsay, Jodie Kilbride,
Emma Callan, Evelyn Henson (Alloway Primary School)

Flowers & Decorating

We are a group of ladies who co-ordinate fellow members of the
congregation that volunteer to provide flowers for the church on

a weekly basis. We also decorate the church for Advent and provide
floral arrangements for harvest.

All of this is done behind the scenes but in a wonderful spirit that
provides much pleasure to church members and to those who receive
the gift of flowers after the services each week.

We get together at Advent to decorate the Church and at harvest
thanksgiving to prepare around one hundred posies. This is done
amidst great laughter and joy and our work provides  fun and cherished
friendships as we beaver away. If you would like to help, contact one of:

Oonagh Allison: 01292288599 Moira Douglas:  01292442951
Isobel Allison:   01292440387  Anne Fawbert:   01292441373
Sandra Telford:  01292443278
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Audrey Macalister

This year marks 100 years since women were first given the vote.
Even then, to exercise this new right, women had to be over 30

and meet certain property qualifications. Can you imagine? While
some say that such partiality continues to this day, let us hope that
2018 will bring further improvements in gender equality. One lady
who strove for such improvements here at Alloway Parish Church
was Audrey Macalister.

It all started when our last Minister, the Rev. Walter McGinty
was inducted into our Church in 1982. The then Kirk Session had
decided, during the period of minsterial vacancy, to increase the
number of Elders. Rev. McGinty was shown the various candidates
and said: “There are no women on this list.” The alleged reply was:
“Alloway doesn’t do women Elders!” Well, that was about to change.

The law on the eligibility for admission to the Eldership had
been changed some 10 years earlier to include women. However,
Alloway Parish Church had been slow to even recognise this
amendment far less to embrace and implement it.

The result of the Rev. McGinty’s intervention was that, on the
29th August 1982, four women were ordained as Ruling Elders and
admitted to office in the Congregational Board of Alloway Parish
Church. They were: Catherine Skelton, Fay Caldwell, Norma
Murdoch and Audrey Macalister.

Soon, Audrey became a very active and
effective member of the Congregational
Board while serving on the Finance and
Property Committee and as convener of the
Flower Committee. As she gained an
understanding of her role as an Elder,
Audrey demonstrated how to achieve
results, do things differently and bring
about much needed change. Not given to
melodrama or to suffering fools, she could Audrey - feisty & redoubtable.
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hold her own in any company; no more so than in meetings of the
Kirk Session. However, her common sense, kindness, tact,
consideration, Christian compassion and generosity of spirit shone
through in everything that she did.

Audrey started to invite the young mothers and their children in
her visiting district round to her house for coffee. This heralded the
beginning of the now well established Mothers and Toddlers’ Group.

She also had a facility for spotting the potential in other women
whom she tirelessly encouraged to use their energies and talents to
serve the Church. It was no coincidence that the number of new
women Elders and helpers from her district was always
disproportionately high and that her two daughters were also
ordained as Church of Scotland Elders: Fiona at Alloway Parish
Church and Patricia at Buchlyvie Parish Church.

She passed away in 2016 having always been true to her motto
“Faith and Action” - which also captures her spirit and legacy. So, to
all you ‘feisty femmes’ out there hiding your light under a bushel and
wondering how to stamp your mark, contribute and make a
difference, you could do worse than take a look at Audrey Macalister
and go out there and try to do likewise.

Fiona Ross

Wise Words?

The six most important: “I admit I made a mistake.”
The five most important: “You did a good job.”

The four most important: “What do you think?”
The three most important: “I love you.”
The two most important: “Thank you.”

The least important:  “I.”

Nelson Mandela: “Courage is not the absence of fear but the triumph over it; the
brave man is not the one who is not afraid but the one who conquers that fear.”

Billy Connolly: “I always believed that marriage was one of God’s finest inventions.
But so was the bicycle repair kit.”

Laughter Lines
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Church Trip To Manchester

For our Church Trip this year, we decided to visit the cosmopolitan
city of Manchester to show our support following the dreadful

terrorist attack that took place there last year.

On Monday 23rd April, 51 of us travelled by coach on our 4-day
break. First on our agenda was a river boat cruise along the Salford
Quays taking in some of the fascinating local industrial heritage and
other interesting sights. We then checked into our hotel and enjoyed a
meal and some fellowship time together.

Day 2 included an extremely interesting visit to the Jewish
Museum; thanks to Michael our host who also delivered a very
informative talk on its history. We saw some lovely artefacts and
viewed the truly beautiful windows
(one pictured). We then had some free
time in Manchester City centre before
journeying to the renowned Jodrell
Bank observatory. There was much to
discover and explore - our minister
was even kindly volunteered to turn
the handle to see how the planets
rotate on the orrery.

On the 3rd day, we visited Manchester Cathedral and enjoyed a
tour of this magnificent building before participating in a short service
of communion in the Regiment Chapel that was led by our own
minister. We once again had free time to spend in Manchester for the
afternoon before catching a tram back to Media City, by the quayside,
where the coach was waiting to return us to the hotel. We had our last
evening meal together and once more enjoyed fellowship time with
our very own resident 'boy' band.

Day 4, our final day together, we had our breakfast and boarded
the coach to start our homeward journey. We stopped off at Quarry
Bank (National Trust) where the sun finally decided to put in an
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appearance. After having a short but very enlightening tour of the
Apprentice House (nothing to do with Sir Alan Sugar) we were free
to explore the beautiful gardens in the much welcome sunshine. All
too soon it was time to get back on the coach and head home.

It was a great trip and, despite the fact we seemed to have more
rain in Manchester than in Scotland, it was wonderful to spend
fellowship time together and explore this part of the country. If you
would like to see some of the sights we enjoyed you can find them
on our website at: www.allowaychurch.org/photos.

Lynda Mary

Books! Books! Books!

If you still like to read the printed page, hardback or paperback,
then the second hand bookshop within the grounds of Culzean

Country Park is definitely the place for you.

Situated to the left of the path that leads from the courtyard to
the castle, the book shop is open every day from 11am to 3pm. It
has an extensive variety of fiction and non-fiction works plus maps,
guides, biography, children’s books and teenage fiction.

The bookshop is manned by unpaid volunteers and all of the
stock is donated. We are given such wonderful books from local
folks and holidaymakers alike who come back year after year.
This enables all the funds raised to be ploughed back into the estate
and so provides valued support for a much visited NTS flagship.

Should you want another book by an author whose work you
have read and enjoyed, or a book that is now out of print, you may
just find it on the shelves. You may also want to donate some
unused books of your own. We will be happy to help you do either.
You can even phone us on 01655 884455 Ext 3529 to save a journey.

Helen Blythe
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Praise For Birds in Rozelle

Walks in Rozelle Park become far more interesting when you
notice our feathered friends. The local RSPB group organise

outings there and the variety of birds that you can see is amazing.

Starting with the duck pond: mallard, coot, moorhen and gull are
generally seen. Over the years, other species have been spotted: pintail
duck, goosander, widgeon, shoveler, gadwall, little grebe, golden eye
and, a great favourite, the wood duck. The wood duck is an American
species that is slightly smaller than a mallard. The male, as is often the
case, is quite stunning - iridescent chestnut and green with ornate
patterns on nearly every feather. Herons can also be seen standing like
statues ready to catch chicks and ducklings.

Birdsong is particularly uplifting and many bird watchers hear,
recognise and locate birds before sighting them. This is especially
useful in summer when trees are in full foliage. Although a secretive
bird, wrens can be seen and heard in Rozelle; they have an amazingly
loud song for such a small bird.

Behind Rozelle house by the gatepost is an ideal spot for viewing
birds. They swoop down from the neighbouring trees to eat the food

that is left there for them. A favourite is
the nuthatch which is often quite
difficult to see; they don't just eat the
food, they wedge nuts and so on into
trees for future use. One can also see
robin, blue and great tit, chaffinch,
dunnock and, of course, sparrow.

Standing watching these birds you
may see a tree creeper. This is a small, very active

bird that has a long slender down curved bill, speckled brown above
and mainly white below. It creeps up trees and feeds on insects.

Most years, spotted flycatcher can be seen nesting in the eaves of
Rozelle House. This bird is a summer visitor wintering in Africa. The
great spotted woodpecker is often heard in Rozelle. You start hearing

A Nuthatch
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the sound early on in the year usually drilling holes in tall dead trees to
breed. This year, on two occasions, bird watchers in Rozelle spotted the
eye catching Kingfisher – sightings of which
are especially prized.

By observing and acquiring just a little
extra knowledge of the birds around us can
make our walks so much more interesting.

Here are some to look out for. All year:
goldcrest, kestrel, blackbird, greenfinch,
long tailed tit, goldfinch, mistle/song thrush,
blue, great & coal tit, pied & grey wagtail,
jackdaw, sparrow hawk. Summer visitors:
barn swallow, blackcap, chiffchaff, house
martin , swift and willow warbler. Winter
visitors: cormorant, jay.

To join the RSPB or to find out more,
please contact: Jim Thomson  01292 571899 or Anne Dick 01292 541981.

                             Sue Rogers

Reflection

At twenty years of age, we worry about what others
think of us; at forty years of age we don’t care much

about what others think of us; at sixty we discover that
others haven’t been thinking about us at all.

 What A Fright

A passenger in the back of a taxi tapped the driver on his shoulder
causing the driver to scream, swerve, mount the kerb and stop inches

from a shop window. The passenger apologised and asked the driver how
he could have frightened him so much. The driver replied “No, no, it’s all
my fault. Today is my first day driving a cab after 10 years at the wheel of
a hearse.”

Laughter Lines

A typical jay
(Much better in colour)
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Our Boys’ Brigade Queensmen

This year, the 1st Alloway Boys' Brigade (BB) Company awarded
Queens Badges to five of its members: Boyd Wilson, Calum Walker,

Christopher McIntyre, Davis Mexson and Sam Mackay. Quite an
achievement for the Company and for the boys. This is how they did it.

Four of us have been members of the Company since we joined as
Anchor Boys aged five. Now, after twelve years, to receive the Queen's
Badge, the highest BB award, gives us all a sense of achievement, pride
and satisfaction. The BBs follow a structure as to how you progress.

First, at Anchor Boy age, it is all about fun, games and being part of an
active group. Then, our three years in the Junior Section seemed to fly with
drama practices, figure marching to complicated routines, football,
swimming, outdoor days, camps and quizzes on safety and the Bible.

At P7 school age, we moved up to the Company Section as “the wee
boys in the Big Section”. No, we were not sure what that meant either until
we went to Belmont Academy
the following year. We knew
a few of the older boys there
and they acknowledged us as
fellow BBs - the advantage of
“street cred” is amazing. We
spent four years working
through the various company
discovery badges that fall into
three categories: Interests,
Community and Physical
Activity. This culminated in us gaining our President’s Badge and Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze Award. Cool. So far, so good.

After we were all promoted to Corporal, we faced two years of serious
work towards the Queen's Badge. Besides the regular challenges of inter
company sports, we had to help support the Company and its programme
of activities and undertake community and Company voluntary work.

Flanked on their L&R: Boyd Wilson, Calum Walker,
Christopher McIntyre, David Mexson & Sam Mackay
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Boyd and Christopher, being high standard pipers, tutored and led the
pipe band every Friday. Sam assisted the Anchor Section staff and
helped keep the boys on their toes. David proved to be an able all round
sports tutor to all age groups. Calum, as Colour Sergeant, led the way in
instilling discipline among the younger boys but managed this with a
friendly face - important. The two year Queen’s Badge course was
wrapped up at an away weekend where we worked in teams with
complete strangers to achieve different challenges. This forged new
friendships and brought out new levels of creativity within ourselves.

Our route to becoming very proud BB Queensmen helped us all to
mature, meet new people and learn life skills that we never knew we
had. We would like to thank all the officers over the years, for their
support, leadership, example and friendship in the 1st Alloway
Company, The Boy' Brigade.

Boyd, Calum, Christopher, David and Sam

Youth Leaders Wanted

The long list of girls waiting to join the Rainbows due to a shortage
of leaders made me decide to volunteer to become a Leader with

the 2nd Alloway Rainbows. We have enjoyed crafts, games, visits out
and learning about many different topics. I have given various talks
and completed my first ever First Aid training course which has
equipped me with new confidence and skills.

I was very proud to nervously make my Promise in front of a
packed service in Alloway Parish Church and receive my Promise
badges from our District Commissioner Linda Bamford.

All our youth groups need new leaders. The previous article is
testament to how fulfilling it is and why it is something that I can
recommend. See www.girlguiding.org.uk and, for the other youth
organisations and church groups see the Contact List on page 41.

Lynda Mary
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Musical Memories

The issues surrounding the diagnosis of dementia are often in the
news of late. Recent research has indicated that it is a diagnosis

which is more feared even than cancer. Our community will have its
fair share of folks affected by this killer disease and so it is good to
see that new resources are being put into research and that new
ways of dealing with the symptoms of dementia are emerging.

It is well known that music can play a large part in stimulating
the mind. The practice of singing songs which are already in the

memory, can relax, reassure and stimulate
the whole person. Alloway Parish Church’s
initiative in this area, called Musical
Memories, has been operating for five years
and is becoming increasingly popular with
all ages. One of its benefits is that it is a
place where people with dementia and their
carers, can meet and mingle with old
friends, and make new contacts.

We are fortunate in having a strong
band of volunteers who come along in a
supportive role. This means that there are

plenty of folks who have time to chat. We have
a live band called ‘The M&M’ who lead us in

community singing for about 30 minutes.

The words of the songs are projected on to a large screen with
appropriate bright pictures in the background. We then have a break
for afternoon tea before singing again prior to leaving at
approximately 3.30pm.

As a congregation, we are pleased that these sessions are
appealing to members who, because of increasing frailty, have been
unable to attend church services. In addition, we are offering
hospitality to residents of the many surrounding Nursing Homes,
helping them remain connected to their local community. This

Musical Memories - 5th
Birthday Cake
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Christian Aid Week 2018

The Mission Committee at Alloway Church would like to thank
everyone who helped to raise the splendid sum of £10,425 during

this year’s Christian Aid week.

The house-to house collection, including the gift aid recovered,
yielded £9,737 – an increase of £707 from 2017. A big thank you goes to
those who welcomed our volunteer collectors and supported this
charity which started over 70 years ago.

Christian Aid works in 37 countries, helping people of all faiths
and none to stand up for dignity, equality and justice. It follows the
teaching of Jesus Christ who commanded his followers to love their
neighbour and work for a better world – and so it helps the most
vulnerable and excluded people of the world, both in times of crises
and over the longer term.

initiative is proving so successful that we regularly entertain around
60/70 people each month. Everyone is welcome to attend our sessions.
They take place in the large hall on the second Thursday of each
month at 2.30pm.

In 2013, Sally Magnusson set up a charity. It aims to make it
possible for every person with dementia to have access to a play list of
personally meaningful music from their life, delivered via an iPod.
Research has shown that meaningful music offers a key to unlocking
individuality, to “ringing back”that person, as well as supporting
family and wider social connections.

We have therefore set up a local Help Point in partnership with the
local library to offer support to those seeking to create such a playlist
for themselves or a loved one. This operates on the first Thursday of
the month between 1.00pm and 3.00pm at the Alloway library.

Madge Irving
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Leisurely Lunches

Each year, Alloway Parish Church organises a series of lunches at
the church hall, the proceeds of which go to help with our mission

work at Bandawe, Malawi. This year, two of our lunches will actually
be suppers, dates with times are:

Thursday 6th September  - Italian Lunch 12.00 - 1.30pm.
Sunday 7th October    - Harvest Supper at 6pm.
Monday 5th November   - Guy Fawkes Supper at 5.30pm.
Thursday 24th January   - Burns Lunch 12.00 - 1.30pm.
Thursday 21st February  - Chinese New Year Lunch 12.00 - 1.30pm.
Thursday 28th March   - Daffodil Lunch 12.00 - 1.30pm.

Cost is £4.50 per person. Details including menus will be provided
nearer the time on local posters, Going Out magazine, church
newsletters and intimations.
         Helen Ness

Mission Committee

Christian Aid gives people survival essentials when they are without
shelter or refuge but then it goes on to give them the strength and
resources to flourish and protect them from future disaster.

For example, Vilia lives in Haiti and she lost her mother and her
home in the 2010 earthquake. Bereaved and homeless she went back
to her home town with her husband and children, where life was a
struggle with nowhere to live. However Christian Aid paid for a
home which would stand up to natural disasters and when hurricane
Matthew struck Haiti in 2016 Vilia allowed her strong home to
become an emergency shelter for more than 50 of her neighbours for
several days. More strong homes need to be built.

Alloway Church would hope to be able to continue this vital
work and with your valued donations within the parish we are
confident that we can succeed.

Helen Ness
Mission Committee
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3rd Alloway Brownies

The last year has been another one packed with fun, excitement and
lots of action. Our meetings usually consist of singing, a pow-wow,

craft work, playing games, making friends and trying out new things.

In 2017, three of our Brownies won prizes in a national stamp
competition so the girls decided to enter this year’s event about ‘Our
Favourite Things’. On another night we
planted tomato seeds scooped out of
tomatoes and had some successful (and
tasty) results. We made birthday cards
for each other for later in the year and
had a ‘lucky dip craft night’.

We had a go at the new Girlguiding programme by finding ways to
improve our local area and completing our ‘Out and About’ badge.
After that we spent three weeks working towards our Brownie Music
Badge, which included how to read music, playing the recorder,
making a musical instrument and how to sing a song in sign language.
On other nights we made key rings, and iced biscuits. For
Remembrance Sunday, we each remembered a soldier from the War
Memorial and at the Parade we carried a Remembrance Certificate for
‘our’ soldier.

Soon it was December and each
Brownie made a Christmas garland
decorated with lanterns, some bells, cut up
Christmas cards and glitter. We ended the
term with a Christmas party where we sang
carols, played games and ended with a very
popular newspaper snowball fight.

We welcomed in the New Year 2018 with a traditional Burns Night
and by taking part in the Great Garden Birdwatch. One week, Barn Owl
Sonya arranged a very popular Quiz Night for us with a large variety of
subjects. On another week we spent time learning more about Deytenat
(pictured) who is the little girl in Ethiopia that is sponsored by our unit.
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For our Fire Safety badge, we learned how fires start, making escape
plans for buildings and visited Ayr Fire station where we got to have
a go with the hoses.

One of the most exciting moments helping BBC2 to make a short
film about our Barn Owl Sonya for its TIMELINE programme. The
film crew also wanted to film the Brownies listening to her book. In
spite of being given less than 24 hours notice, the Brownies turned up
in their best uniforms and badges and performed and interviewed
wonderfully well. We had to wait for a few weeks before it was
broadcast, but it was a very exciting experience for everyone, and one
that we will always remember.

Thanks you to all the Brownie volunteer helpers, to parents and
to Alloway Parish Church for its encouragement and support.

              Lise Whittle

2nd Alloway Brownies

On the evening of 24th April, Alloway Church halls were eerily
quiet. In fact, you would have been forgiven if you thought

that the 2nd Alloway Brownies
were on holiday. But through
the window, you would have
seen lots of little people in
yellow and brown doing crafts
in silence – not a word normally
associated with Brownies!

The purpose of this strange behaviour was to raise money for
the girls’ chosen charity of Whiteleys Retreat. The girls managed to
stay quiet for a whole hour and raise £243.50 which, with gift aid
and something from unit funds, meant a total of £300.00!

On the 8th May, we visited Whiteleys to present the cheque,
have a look round and to see the alpacas!  It is a beautiful, peaceful
place and we hope that lots of families will be able to holiday there.

Hazel Hoyle

2nd Alloway Brownies - Post Silence!



| 41Signpost 2018

Youth Spot

Hello everyone. This year, we have been very busy within our
Sunday School, Youth Club, Toddlers and Scripture Union clubs

at Alloway and Doonfoot Schools.

Both schools came together to organise a ‘Primary 7 Neon Disco
Nite’ – awesome, loud but successful due to class representatives
working really well together. The teacher learned how to do the floss;
tricky but fun so check out You Tube and have a go. Many of our young
people will now go on to a local academy; we wish them all well and
our thoughts go with them.

At our Scripture Union we have enjoyed games, quizzes, bible
stories and parables which will help and equip the children to manage
their journey ahead.

In Sunday School, we have been encouraged by some new arrivals
and learned many bible stories through games, song and craft. We have
had Christmas parties at the farm park, an Easter egg hunt and a
summer family picnic so our youngsters have had a busy and fun year.

In Youth Club we have been discussing the bible and learning new
games. We are really quite competitive and will be starting up again in
September after the summer break.

To all our young people, we hope that you had a wonderful
summer, a gentle return to school and that you have a rewarding career
if you have started work, college or university. Be safe and have fun.

Rhona Mortlock
Youth and Children's Worker

The Publicity Committee of Alloway Parish Church and the
editor of Signpost 2018 would like to thank all our

contributors who have submitted such interesting and diverse
articles. Without you all, this publication would not have been

possible. Thank you and well done.
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Church Groups & Contacts
Ayr Floral Art Committee   Mrs S Nixon    01292 289844

Ayr Music Club   Miss I McIlwraith  01292 441966
Ayrshire Rock Garden Club Mr R George  01292 500231
Ayrshire & Arran Plant   Mrs N Crossan  01292 679256
Heritage Club
Beavers    Judi Smith smithjudi@hotmail.com
BB Brigade Captain  Mr Stewart Robertson 01292 442217
BB Anchor Boys   Judy Wilson  07708 059794
BB Junior Section   Rosalind McWhirter 01292 880520
BB Company Section   Mr Stewart Robertson 01292 442217
Cubs    David Codling davidmcodling@aol.com
Explorer Scouts   David Codling davidmcodling@aol.com
Ayrshire Lace Group  Mrs I Lewis  01292 570663
Badminton Group  Mrs R Andrews  01292 445208
    & Mrs J Lamont  01292 442056
Craft Group   Mrs H Robertson  01292 442217
Creation Station   Mrs S Codling  07760 352067
Dance Class   Mrs A Houston  07754 454925
Friendship Group   Mrs M Menzies  01292 440346
Harmonised Yoga  Ruth Kenny  07812 434859
Messy Church   Julie Griffiths  07779 543971
Mid Week Worship  Mrs M Irving  01292 442963
Musical Memories  Mrs M Irving  01292 442963
OIR Art Classes  Tuesday  Mr B Kerr  01292 441899
OIR Art Classes  Wednesday Mrs C Hayes  01292 260168
OIR Art Classes  Friday am Mrs R Hutchison  01292 443979
OIR Art Classes  Friday pm Mrs A McLanachan 01290 533183
Parents & Toddlers  Mrs R Mortlock  07887 494210
Quiet Time   Mrs M Irving  01292 442963
Scouts    Adam Pammant
     100thallowayscouts@gmail.com
VASA    Ms L Howat  01292 280338
Winter Coffee Morning  Mrs E Rosenburgh 01292 443152
WRI Bowling   Mrs V Paterson  01292 440233
Zumba Dancing    Mrs M Tindall  07557 870504
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