
 

 

    Latest News from Malawi 

   

Recently Completed Work 

During our last visit to Bandawe we were taken aback to see the conditions of Bandawe Primary 
School hostel. Our Primary school teachers decided to raise funds to undertake a wholescale 
renovation of the building.  Alloway and Doonfoor Primary schools raised £8000 in total for the 
building works. The hostel was stripped back to 4 walls. The walls were raised to improve ventilation 
and a new roof, toilets, showers, windows and doors were fitted. As a Church, we stepped in to 
ensure all painterwork was also renewed after the building project. A grand  total of some £9000 
was spent. While presently the Malawi  government has closed all schools due to the covid 19 
pandemic, the children will return to a completely refurbished hostel. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ongoing Work- future commitment  

Last year with the visit to Alloway of BAGSS Headmaster Ernest Chirwa, we discussed 
priorities for BAGSS. The original Mamie Martin hostel was desperately  in need of 
replacement. A design and specification was set out and agreed and a new location identified 
at BAGSS. Prices were obtained but turned out to all be more than £40,000. It was 
unaffordable. Rather than give up we looked at another refurbishment project. 
A design and specification was agreed and new prices obtained. The lower tender of £22,000 
was accepted after wonderful fund raising by members achieved in excess of that total. 
Unfortunately the covid 19 crisis has meant the project start has had to be postponed. Updates 
will be posted on our web site as soon as their lockdown is over. 
 

 

 

April E Mail  From Headteacher of Bandawe 

Dear Rev Neil  

 

How are you? We believe our good Lord keeps us safe in these trying and difficult days.  If it were 
not for our standing in the Lord , we would have been living in total fear. COVID-19 is real ! 



 

Announcement was made that we would be under lock down, the whole country because of Corona 
virus disease. The whole country was shaken.  With our population,  most people live on hand to 
mouth businesses.  Very simple businesses. Locking such people up would imply more deaths due to 
starvation in various areas . So people protested strongly . They flooded the streets,  saying no to 
Lock down!  

 

Of course,  our government has been very considerate about this.  Lock down has been lifted 
temporarily.  However,  we are still living in a situation where on daily basis,  in every corner of the 
country,  discussions about how to prevent this pandemic is the order of the day.  Really sad. 

Let's keep on joining hands in prayer. . May our good Lord keep on caring for us all. We really need 
His total protection.  Malawi, Scotland and every other country need the protection of our 
omnipotent and omniscient God. 

                    

 

We particularly pray for  Alloway Parish Church and the Ayr presbytery because you're our caring 
mothers and fathers and friends.  Without you people,  Bandawe Girls Secondary School would be in 
serious trouble.  

Please be safe. We are also trying here. Good luck.  

Ernest Chirwa 

 

 


