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Dear Friends  

Sadly, this year there will be no children’s summer      
holiday club!!   

No Alloway Olympics in 2021! 

However, July should see the start of the Tokyo      
Olympics, having been postponed from last year due to 
the pandemic. 

Did you know that a number of New Testament letters 
refer to Olympic sport including Hebrews?  

‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that    
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us 
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

Paul compares the Christian life to a long-distance race. 
Despite the struggles and obstacles, there is a great 
crowd of witnesses cheering us on. 

We have a heavenly Father who loves us and a Saviour 
who has run the race before us. If we keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus, He will enable us to finish the race. 

During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the British athlete 
Derek Redmond was running in the semi-finals of the 400 
metres. 
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About 250 metres from the finish his hamstring tore. 

He fell to the ground in pain and stretcher bearers came 
over to him. However, Redmond was determined to finish 
the race and so he started hopping toward the finishing line. 
Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek’s father, ran out of the 
stands towards him. 

 “You don’t have to do this,” he told his son. 

 “Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his father said, 

 “We’re going to finish this together.” They completed the 
lap with Derek leaning on his father’s shoulder. As they 
crossed the finish line, the spectators rose to give Derek a 
standing ovation. 

Although he didn’t win an Olympic medal, Derek Redmond 
finished the race with his father at his side.  

Life is full of people who are good starters.  

However, God wants us to complete and finish the race of 
faith. It doesn’t matter how fast we go; the essential thing 
is just to keep pressing forward! 

 

Keep safe.  

Every blessing  

Neil McNaught  
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World Refugee Day 
 

In our modern society, the issues 
of migration and the plight of   
asylum seekers and refugees are 
increasingly becoming sensitive and 
politically controversial topics, 
with a corresponding increase in 
far-right populist movements.  On 
June 20th, many churches across 
the UK and the world celebrated 
Refugee Sunday – which coincided 
with World Refugee Day. 

In our world today, there are more   
displaced people than at any other point 
in history.  According to the UNHCR 
(The United Nations Commissioner for 
Refugees), there are 82.4 million       
displaced people worldwide who have 
been forcibly moved from their home as 
a result of persecution, conflict,       
violence, human right violations or 
events seriously disturbing public order.  
As a comparison, this equates more or 
less to the population of Germany.  Of 
this 82.4 million, 35 million are children 
and 26.4 million are refugees. 

Astonishingly, more than two thirds of all refugees come from just five 
countries – Syria (6.7M), Venezuela (4.0M), Afghanistan (2.6M), South 
Sudan (2.2M) and Myanmar (1.1M).  In terms of countries hosting the 
largest number of refugees, Turkey takes the lead with (3.7M), Colom-
bia (1.7M), Pakistan (1.4M), Uganda (1.4M) and Germany (1.2M) – 1.4% of 
population.  In stark contrast, the UK has just under 127,000 refugees 
– 0.19% of population. 

The Bible is clear that we should have a loving concern not only for our 
family and friends but also for the stranger and the refugee – we 
should act compassionately and humanely towards those who have had 
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to flee their homes and seek safety elsewhere. 

So as we reflect on World Refugee Day perhaps we can pray for    
refugees and those displaced from their homes – for all who have lost 
their freedom.  We can also take this opportunity to consider in what 
ways we can play our part in providing help to those in need. 

 

God bless, David. 

 

Rev. David 

Church Family and Schools Worker 

07858 966367 

dhume@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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The story of a refugee… 

 

The Karnofsky family, a Jewish family who immigrated to the United 
States from Lithuania, accepted a starving black 7-year-old boy into 
their home.  He lived in this Jewish family home where for the first 
time in his life he was treated with kindness and tenderness. 

When she went to bed, Mrs. Karnofsky sang him a Russian lullaby, 
which he sang with her.  He later learned to sing and play several    
Russian and Jewish songs and through time this boy was adopted by 
the family.  He spoke proudly in Yiddish. 

Mr. Karnofsky admired his musical talent and gave him money to buy 
his first instrument, which was a common tradition in Jewish families.  
Later, when he became a professional musician and composer, he used 
the Jewish melodies he learned whilst young when composing. 

This little black boy grew up and wrote a book about this Jewish family 
who adopted him in 1907.  In memory of this family and for the rest of 
his life, he carried the Star of David and said that in this family he 
had learned determination and to live real life. 

This little boy was called Louis Armstrong. 
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Summer Book Club 
         

Summertime is the time for a good read! This summer ’s nominated 
books are:  

 

A lighter read.  

“The next person you meet in heaven” by Mitch Albom. 

A short reflective read. Suggested book club meeting Tues 20 July 
7.30pm codes from the secretary. 

 

Going deeper  

“The Universal Christ “by Richard Rohr. 

Thought provoking. Suggested book club Tues 3 Aug 7.30pm – codes 
from the secretary. 
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25 July—St Christopher’s Day  

 
Perhaps few of us will be travelling too far this summer!  

A few days at Puerto Patreeko (Port Patrick) or Castille Douglas or 
Santa Andra’s? 

Wherever you are going travel safely and remember this is the month 
of the Patron Saint of travellers, St Christopher! 

The legend goes that St Christopher was a Canaanite who lived in the 
3rd century.  He was a giant of a man, of fearsome appearance.  At 
first, he decided to serve the devil, but when he discovered that the 
devil was afraid of Christ and His Cross, Christopher decided to serve 
Christ instead.  A nearby hermit instructed Christopher in the     
Christian faith and assigned to him a place near a river:  Christopher’s 
job was to help travellers cross it safely. 

All went well, and Christopher helped lots of people on their way until 
one day a child came along and asked to be carried across.  Christopher 
put him on his back and set off but was soon staggering under the 
astonishing weight of this child.   The child then told him that He was 
in fact Jesus Christ, and that He carried the weight of the whole 
world. The Christ-child then told Christopher to plant his staff in the 
ground: the next day it bore flowers and dates – confirmation that the 
child was indeed who He claimed to be. 

After some time more of helping travellers cross the river, Christo-
pher went to the city of Lycia, where he preached the gospel with such   
success that the Roman Emperor (Decius?) had him arrested and     
imprisoned – especially when Christopher refused to sacrifice to the 
gods.  There he was martyred! 

Well perhaps we are not as big and strong as this Canaanite Giant.  

However, Christopher means – “Christ carrier “. 

As we help each other and bear one another’s burdens we are doing the 
work of our master. 

Travelling mercies to all! 
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Congregational Board—June 2021 
 

Due to the on-going Covid-19 virus restrictions the Congregational 
Board has Meeting monthly via Zoom Video Conferencing. 

FINANCE: 

Income & Expenditure to 30 April 2021 

Our Income during this period is ahead of the budgeted figure partly 
due to legacies. 

Two more legacies are due to be received in the near future. 

As regards the Donate Button an application to join PayPal has been 
submitted. 

Some Gift Aid monies have already been received from HMRC and it is 
hoped that the remainder will be credited in the near future. 

PROPERTY 

The flat roofs at the Halls were last replaced back in 1992 and have 
given us few problems however as they are now showing signs of      
severe blistering your Board decided that it was essential that they be 
replaced before there is water ingress that could lead to expensive 
repairs. 

Five contractors were invited to submit tenders on or before 28 May 
’21. The job specification 

• Remove the redundant chimney head on the west side of our 
Halls roof. 

• Provide and install of a new domed roof light over the Church 
Vestibule. 

• Carry out minor remedial pointing works at the masonry wall at 
the Church Vestibule, as well as minor, remedial, lead flashing 
works to the Church Vestibule and Halls. 



11 

Alloway Parish Church Newsletter—July 

Two tender responses were received. WG Walker impressed the      
Committee greatly with their pre-tender attention to detail. 

The Property Committee recommended to the Board the acceptance of 
the tender from WG Walker and Company Ayr Limited on the basis of 
the following: - 

• their tender is the lower of those we received for the Sarnafil 
product. 

• of all the companies invited to tender they were the most      
thorough in their pre-tender preparation. 

• they have already included and consulted with the product        
manufacturer. 

• they are a local business. 

• they completed the last re-roofing of the Halls in 1992 and we are 
pleased with the longevity of their previous work. 

The total cost is in excess of £81,000 including Architect’s fees and 
vat. The Contractor’s tender amount includes a provisional sum of 5% for 
contingencies. 

The Board at its Meeting on Wednesday 9 June unanimously approved 
the appointment of WG Walker and Company, Ayr, Limited. This is now 
approved by presbytery. 

Hopefully, the majority of the work will be carried out over the summer 
in readiness for resumption of usual Church business, Covid-19          
permitting. 

Our recently appointed Property Convener, Donald Ross, his committee 
and all who assisted in moving this forward so quickly have been thanked 
on your behalf. 

 

COVID – 19 RESTRICTIONS 

Mr Philip Gay has kindly volunteered to take on the role of Coved-19 
Safety Officer for Alloway PC. 

Of note are the following; 

Congregational singing only allowable in Levels 1 and 0 and even here it is 
with masks on. 
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In Level 2, more than 1 person may now sing as part of an act of     
worship. 

Pew cushions may be used again in Church but are subject to a strict 
cleaning regime. Before each service, the wooden pews are to be 
cleaned and sanitised, and the cushions are to be sprayed with a fabric 
sanitiser. 

Your Kirk Session has decided that meantime pew cushions will not be 
employed in Alloway PC as the cleaning regime is rather onerous. 

[Please be assured that the wooden pew surfaces will be cleaned] 

Indoor Adult Activities may now return. 

Each Group must appoint a Covid-19 Safety Officer who is required to 
provide Risk Assessment etc information for consideration by the 
Covid Committee. 

 

Ian Stewart    Clerk to the Congregational Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends  

There are small signs of renewal within church life.  

We now have one community organisation returning to the halls! 

Attendance on a Sunday is up to approximately 65! 

We have on average over 300 tuning into our weekly digital service. 

(From Canada to Australia!). 
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 Parish Record 

Deadline for August Newsletter—Tuesday 27 July—12 noon 

Contributions should be sent to: 

allowaychurch.newsletter@gmail.com 

Please visit our website www.allowaychurch.org or our Facebook page 

 

 

 

 

  "Blessed are they who die in the Lord” 

 

29.5.21 Mrs Doreen Stewart Cairnsmore Drive 

1.6.21  Mrs Maureen Lillie Northdoon Place 



 

 

Alloway Parish Church of Scotland 
No. 100538 

 

Scottish Registered Charity 
No. SC012456 


